
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1 - World Communion Sunday 

9 AM Adult Class 
10 AM Worship and Youth Sunday School 
Lessons: Philippians 3: 4b-14, Matthew 21: 33-46  
Sermon:  Press On 
5 PM REV Worship Service – The Shack discussion series   
Week 2 of 5: How does God see me? (Romans 8:28) 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8 

9 AM Adult Class 
10 AM Worship and Youth Sunday School 
Lessons: Philippians 4:1-9, Matthew 22:1-14 
Sermon:  Don’t Think…. 
5 PM REV Worship Service – The Shack discussion series  
Week 3 of 5:  Why are you doing this to me? (Hebrews 13:15) 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15 

9 AM Adult Class 
10 AM Worship and Youth Sunday School 
Lessons:  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10, Matthew 22:15-22 
Sermon:  Show Me the Coin 
5 PM REV Worship Service – The Shack discussion series 
Week 4 of 5: How can I know the heart of the Father? (John 3:16-17) 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22 

9 AM Adult Class 
10 AM Worship and Youth Sunday School  

(Guest Preacher: Susan Herman) 
5 PM REV Worship Service – The Shack discussion series  

Week 5 of 5: So you just let him get away with it? (Luke 6:37-38) 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29 

9 AM Adult Class 
 One Congregation/One Service 
  (Guest Preacher: Susan Herman) 
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WORSHIP SERVICES AND  
SPECIAL SUNDAY EVENTS 
 

9:00 A.M. Adult Study all year round 
10:00 A.M. Worship with Youth Sunday School  

for ages 3 through high school 
5:00 P.M.  REV Contemporary Worship Service  

 

Letter from Laura  
by Rev. Dr. Laura Reason 

Looking out the window watching them fill cracks 

in the parking lot, I can’t believe it’s already two years 

since I first moved into this office.  Time does fly by 

when you are around beloved people, and I reflect on 

the many ways I love you.  Let me list just some of 

those ways now: 

 

• I love you for never pulling any punches—you 

always have let me know where you stand and what 

you think. 

• I love you for knowing me and calling me to 

come here anyway. 

• I love you for letting me move into the manse a 

few weeks early—easing that whole transition time 

for me and Sam. 

• I love you for welcoming my husband as soon 

as he started to attend here. 

• I love you for the way you took care of me 

when Sam died so unexpectedly. 

• I love your heart for mission—any time a 

mission is set before you, you not only meet but 

exceed the goals that are set.  I just took 9 CWS clean 

up buckets to the Presbytery assembly on Tuesday and 

we thought asking for 5 was really pushing it! 

• I love the way you care for your young adults 

and youth and children. 

• I love your sense of tradition. 

• I love the way every widow in this congregation 

came to me quietly and told me I would get through 

this sorrow. 

• I love seeing the developing leadership on the 

Session and Deacons. 

• I love the way you care for, pray for, and 

surround each other in touch times. 

• I love the way you started and sustain the 

 REV service.   
     (Continued on p. 2) 

 

The Connecting Link  
 

 
OCTOBER 2017 

http://www.hickoryhillspres.org/


Dear Family in Christ, 

With prayerful consideration and deep regret, the Session has 

accepted the resignation of Pastor Laura Reason effective in October.  

Her last day in the pulpit will be October 15th.   Following the 10:00 

AM worship service that day, we would like to gather in fellowship for 

a reception to honor Pastor’s time here amongst us. 

Laura has filled our hearts with a sense of purpose and belonging.  

Our congregation is stronger because of the time we’ve spent together 

and the work we’ve done together.   

With God’s guidance, we’ve done some great work here and we 

have the momentum to continue moving forward.  We look forward to 

the future God has in store for us. 

We are exploring new leadership options through the Presbytery.  

God has a plan for our congregation and the Holy Spirit is working and 

leading us in the right direction. 

We as a congregation wish Pastor Laura Godspeed and heartfelt 

blessings in all her future endeavors. 

Yours in Christ,  

Kim Ambrosat, Shirley Brunell, Gina Ciametti, Susan Frangella,  

Karen Hoffman, Gordon Home, Cheryl Huenecke, Jean Swearingen, 

Melanie Swindle, Matt Witek and Scott Zimmerman 

 

2  SESSION SHORTS        
         

WHAT IS PER CAPITA?   

It is a way Presbyterians share 

equally, responsibly, and 

interdependently in the costs of 

governing the Presbyterian 

Church (USA), no matter the 

size of their churches.   

Per capita contributions are: 

• requested from every 

congregation; and, 

• based on each church’s  

total active membership. 

PER CAPITA HELPS CHURCHES 

Through per capita, Presbytery of Chicago churches: 

• help congregations with pastoral transitions; 

• train and support interim ministers; 

• resolve congregational conflicts’ 

• Care for ministers, Christian Educators and their 

families; and, 

• help prepare people for service as ordained ministers. 

Grateful ~ Appreciative ~ 

Thankful 
Thank You, Rev Laura. 

 
 

The per capita for 2017 is $33.38 per member. 

Letter from Laura 
(Continued from p. 1) 

 

• I love your tenacity and resilience 

and commitment. 

• I love your willingness to pray. 

• I love the way you do projects 

together such as the Yard Sale or the 

Craft Bazaar. 

 

As I leave for an interim in  

Great Rivers, I believe you are willing 

and ready to grasp the future.  I will 

always carry you in my heart, thanking 

God for this opportunity to be in 

ministry for this time in your midst.  

May God bless and keep you now and 

always.   

Peace, Joy, Love and Hope, Laura  



   

FMSC 
We have October 28, 2017, reserved at the Aurora 

location from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Volunteers are 

encouraged but not required to raise $50 per person to 

help cover the cost of the food packed.  Online 

registration link is open at 

https://volunteer.fmsc.org/Register/GrouP/JoinGroup.aspx

?gid=1087610.   

MC8 has several $25 scholarships available for those 

who are unable to donate the entire amount.  We have 

raised $3,000 of our $8,000 goal.  Call Melanie at  

708-705-6716 for help registering for this event. 

Kentucky 

We reviewed the treasurer’s report for the July 2017 

Kentucky mission trip.  John Fyfe will take over the 

treasurer’s responsibilities in the future.  A post-trip 

meeting has been suggested to discuss the future of this 

mission. 

Dakota Partnership 

Approximately 12 missionaries from MC8 traveled to 

Sisseton, SD in June 2017.  The trip will take place the 4th 

week of June 2018.  The entire semi-truck full of produce 

was distributed in 3 short hours and greatly appreciated.   

MC8 churches came together to donate $4,534.92.  

We will continue to support this mission and increase  

our goal for 2018 to $4,000. 

Church World Service 
Hygiene kits, cleaning buckets, and school supply kits 

were collected at the September 19th Presbytery 

 

For When I was Hungry, You Gave Me Something to Eat (Matt. 25-35) 
We will once again be doing a Manna Meal Pack at Feed My Starving Children with our sister 

congregations in Mission Council 8. 

This year’s pack is set for Saturday, October 28th from 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at 555 Exchange Court, 

Aurora, IL.  This is an intergenerational hands-on mission experience for people ages 5 and older.  If you are 

unable to stand for two hours, there are some sit-down jobs available as well. 

ALL REGISTRATION is done online, which you may do by going to 

www.volunteer.fmsc.org/register.  When you arrive on the page, look on the right for Join a Group (by the 

raised hands sticking up).  Click open and put in the Join Code, which is 1087610 (MC8, April Morgan, 

coordinator).  Proceed to sign up with our group.   

If you need help registering online, see Tom Morrell on Sunday mornings and he can help log you in with 

the church’s iPad.  See Mel at REV for assistance with registration. 

 

meeting.  Their warehouse is depleted after Hurricanes 

Harvey and Irma.  Melanie suggested the possibility of 

organizing a hygiene kit assembly line as we’ve done in 

the past.  Please note:  Presbyterian Disaster Relief 

accepts donations 365 days a year. 

Jones Center 

The 100th Anniversary Gala event will be held  

November 4, 2017. 

Breakfast with Santa - December 9, 2017 

Andrea Denney and Adam Malak discussed the 

possibility of hosting a VBS at the Jones Center during the 

2nd week of winter break.  The Jones Center welcomes the 

idea.  Leadership and staff are needed.  Times yet to be 

determined with input from Cheryl Roop.  If you are 

interested in this mission, please contact either Andrea at 

Calvary in Park Forest or Adam at Faith United in  

Tinley Park. 

Interfaith Event 

On October 15, 2017, the 1st United Church in Oak 

Park will be hosting an event with our Muslim brothers 

and sisters.  Watch Presbytery Connect for online 

registration information. 

Proposed Workshop 

Adam Malak proposed we plan a workshop to address 

the issue of sex offenders worshipping in our churches.  

Calvary has taken on this issue and created a policy and is 

willing to share.  The idea is to be prepared and address 

the theological/legal/logistical issues. 

Next meeting is Saturday, November 4, 2017,  

Oak Lawn Community Church, 6522 Crescent Court 

in Oak Lawn. 

Mission Council 8 met at Pullman Presbyterian  

on September 9, 2017. 

                               MISSION COUNCIL 8  3 

https://volunteer.fmsc.org/Register/GrouP/JoinGroup.aspx?gid=1087610
https://volunteer.fmsc.org/Register/GrouP/JoinGroup.aspx?gid=1087610
http://www.volunteer.fmsc.org/register


  

CE UPDATES 

 
by Linda Lavaretto 

HHPC Rally Day  

Rally Day was held on September 10th.  Those who 

came had a great time, eating together and playing games.  

The adults enjoyed Bingo which was called by Grace 

Muszynski and Barb Brown.  There were a variety of 

prizes for the adults and children.  The children had a blast 

playing water balloon toss, guess the items hidden in the 

jars, find the money hidden in the pans, etc.  Oh, to be 

young again! 

Sunday School Begins 

Rally Day also marked the start of the 2017-2018 

program year.  Sunday School is now in session.  Classes 

are held during the 10 AM worship service.  Dianne will 

teach the pre-kindergarten through grade 5 class held in the 

lower level and Gordon Home will teach the junior and 

senior high students on the Sanctuary level.  Thank you to 

the dedicated staff for all your planning and care of the 

youngest members.  Be sure to have your child attend 

regularly so they won’t miss any of the fun.   

Yes, we will be offering an education program for kids 

during the Sunday evening REV Service.  Watch for 

information on the starting date for this program. 

The Nursery 

The Nursery will be staffed by Beth Kommenich 

during the 10 AM worship service.  Children ages infant 

through 2 years old are welcome in the Nursery under 

Beth’s caring and watchful eyes. 

Kids Helping Kids 

We have agreed to sponsor the “Kids Helping Kids”  

 

mission for another year.  We will be collecting school 

supplies this year to share with needy children in the 

congregation and neighborhood.  Please bring supplies to 

the Fellowship Hall or the collection box near the 

sanctuary.   

Children learn from the adults who are closest to 

them.  Let’s be an example and show them how to be an 

active part of this ministry.   

Soda Pop Tabs for Ronald McDonald House 

We are also collecting soda pop tabs for the Ronald 

McDonald House.  You may have heard about our 

newest honor of accumulating over 750 lbs. for the 

House at Loyola Hospital.  We are currently hoping to 

accumulate enough to earn the same honor at the House 

near Hope Children’s Hospital.  Please help.   

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry began on  

September 17th.  We met after the 10 AM worship 

service in the room near the piano downstairs in 

Fellowship Hall.  The number of our participants is 

dwindling.  If you would like to knit or crochet with a 

dedicated group of ladies, and you have a desire to share 

your creativity with others, we would love to have you 

join us.  We have some knitting needles and yarn.  You 

will need to bring your own crochet hooks.  We have 

people who will teach you or help you to remember the 

basic stitches.  You are always welcome.  Our goal this 

year is to finish at least 160 lap blankets to bring to 

Providence Health and Rehabilitation in Crestwood.  

Plans are to visit there this fall.    

(Continued on p. 5) 

 

 

      FAST FORWARD TO UPCOMING EVENTS 

If your calendars are still out, you may want to forward them to December when more exciting events are 

scheduled. 
 

▪ Advent Family Night – December 1st – 6:30 PM 

▪ Christmas Tea - Sunday, December 10th - 1:00 PM 

The Christmas Tea is an annual event at the church. This year we are having it on Sunday afternoon, December 10th 

with the hopes of having more people share this beautiful time.  There is some time between worship service and the Tea 

to have lunch or take a nap.  Special entertainment is planned to fill your afternoon along with the fellowship that is sure 

to grow stronger with sharing memories. 
 

 

4  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION      



 

   

LOOKING AHEAD  

IN OCTOBER… 
 

 

                  KIDS’ CLUB 5      

“Children can qualify for the 
Snickers balance at the end 
of each month if they attend 
all meetings.” 

 

CE Updates (Continued from p. 4) 

The Stampers  

The Stampers met in August and again in early September.  We are making cards to celebrate birthdays in the 

congregation.  We are also discussing making cards for the Prayer and Care group and the Sunday School students.   

Please contact Barb Brown for the exact dates.  We have been meeting in the classroom near the downstairs 

piano in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays at 10 AM. 

 

 

 

If you are interested in helping or would like more 
information on Kids’ Club, please contact Dianne Flynn  
at the church office at 708-598-3100. 

REMINDER:  We are still accepting registrations for the 
Kids’ Club after-school program held on Mondays.  

 Please extend this invitation and feel the joy  
of introducing a child to our church. 

The Kids’ Club opened its doors to the students 

of our congregation and neighborhood on  

September 11th. 

Our staff included Dianne Flynn, Shirley Dragas, 

Grace Muszynski, Debbie Zimmerman, Nancy Snyder, 

Michael Swearingen and Linda Lavaretto.   

Meetings are held on Monday from 3:30 to  

5:00 p.m.  Students are given time to play games, make 

a craft, learn lessons from the Bible and share a snack.  

Children also can qualify for the Snickers balance at 

the end of each month if they attend all meetings.   

During the year we will be cooking, knitting, 

playing table games, creating decorations for the 

Brookfield Zoo Christmas tree, singing and even 

participating in skits about the Bible lessons.  If you 

know a child who would like these activities, please 

invite them to join us on Mondays.  New faces are 

always welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

▪ Our learning time will center around 

discussions on controlling anger, being kind 

to others, dealing with bullies and getting 

along with family members. 

 

▪ On October 23 we will all join in the fun of 

our first cooking project, and of course, we 

will eat what we cook. 

 

▪ On October 30 we celebrate Halloween with 

a fun and safe Halloween Party at Kids’ 

Club.  The kids may wear their costumes and 

should be ready for games and lots of fun.  

 

If possible, please bring a bag of candy to 

share in the trick or treat take-home bags.   

This is also the day that we celebrate with 

the contestant in the Snicker Balance for 

October. 

 

 

 

 

 



Those in need of healing and with health concerns. 

Jerry and Joan Panko, Cliff, Mary Orr, Francine, Shirley 

D’s sister Shirleen, her friend’s son Brian, her husband’s 

cousin Karen, Kevin, Eleanor Watson, Jean Somerstorfer, 

Bob D, Sawyer, Lucy D and Tom, Barb M, Aunt Sherry, 

Don (Ivy), Erik’s son, Dave and Dar, Leah (Karen), 

Debbie’s mom, Carol, Diane’s great nephew Colton, Cheryl 

H, Gail (Ar), Randy (Gert), Michelle (Mel), Stephanie 

(Katie), Jeni. 

Those in need of strength. 

Susan’s cousin Randy, Donna’s sister Shirley, Billy, Jeni’s 

mom Wanda, Annette (Adeline), Theresa’s niece Beth, 

Aunt and Carol, Debbie Vaughn, Dave Johnsen, Rick’s 

Dad, Dick, George (Charley), Bernie’s daughter Natalie, 

Rhiannon and Jim (Charlie), Betty (Huenecke), Corey and 

Jordan (Grace). 

Those in need of strength and healing or  

with health concerns. 

Lori and her mon, Judy, the entire Cassiello family, 

Donna’s friend Ken, Grace’s relative Edith, Laura A.,  

Eva M, Ar’s brother Richie and brother-in-law Howie and 

sister Gerry, Joann J, Ramon and Laura, Joshua (Evelyn), 

Donna (Karen), Jackie (Ivy), Uncle Tony (Mary Ann). 

Groups around our country and around  

the world. 

Those attending to the Southwest fires, Hurricane Irma 

victims, Hurricane Harvey victims, Israel, our children and 

youth ministry, Christians in the Middle East for strength and 

protection; people of other faiths; our country’s divisions; 

policemen and firemen, persecuted Christians, our enemies, 

Syria. 

Those in need during miscellaneous circumstances. 

Shirley D’s friend Pat Z, Karl Haack and Mark Gulotta in 

the Marines, Shannon for peace and direction, Jimmie and 

Jimmie’s aunt for comfort and strength, Laura V’s friends 

Debbie and Chris for direction, Lauren for seeing the light 

and strength, Joe for direction and strength, Joe, Jen 

DelPrete and family, Gloria (Laura V), Rachel and Juan, 

Karen for guidance and strength. 

Those who mourn. 

Family and friends of Barb Brown’s friend, Loretta, who 

died September 1st. Family and friends of John Wood who 

died the week of September 17th.  Family and friends of 

Elaine Molenaar who died recently.   

Reflections 
 

  

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

MEETS EVERY MONDAY 

KNITTING ROOM - 1:00 pm  

We Lift in Prayer 
 

6  PRAYER AND CARE 

Enjoy Crocheting or Knitting? 
 
Join the ladies of our Prayer Shawl Ministry  
for this prayerful and enjoyable experience. 

 
SUNDAYS AFTER 10 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 
KNITTING ROOM 
  

by Arlene Pearson 

“See to it that no one makes a prey of you by 

philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 

tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the 

universe, and not according to Christ. For in him the 

whole fulness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come 

to fulness of life in him, who is the head of all rule and 

authority.” (Colossians 2:8-10 (RSV)) 

“The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the 

righteous man runs into it and is safe. (Proverbs 18:10 (RSV)) 

 

The names of God according to my devotion today: 

Guiding Shepherd, Jehovah-raah 

Providing Lord, Jehovah-jireh 

Healing Physician, Jehovah-rophe 

Peace Bringing Voice, Jehovah-shalom 

 

MAY WE NEVER FORGET WHO IS IN CONTROL. 
 

 

If you or someone you love needs a hospital visit, please call/text Rev. Laura on her cell at (815) 822-0557.   
Due to federal privacy regulations, the hospitals never call the church,  

even if they ask for your church membership information. 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us at the 5:00 PM REV  
Worship Service as we continue  

our discussion series on the movie,  
THE SHACK, every Sunday  

through October 22. 
 

Please invite your family and friends 
to this group discussion. 

 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 

 

 

                  SPECIAL EVENTS  7 

 

2017-2018 SEASON 

SOUTHWEST SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Unravel the Mysteries 

 

(See information posted in the Narthex.) 
 

HHPC HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR  
AND BAKE SALE 

 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4 2017 

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
 

▪ Food served all day 
▪ Penny Social Raffle 

 
We welcome any and all  
baked goods donations. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION,   

CALL GRACE AT 708-990-0739 

 



 

  

 

We celebrate those who are 
having birthdays in October. 

May God shower them  
with blessings! 

 

 

 

1 Leslie Ambrosat 

3 Michael Pettis 

5 Rob Nordstrom 

6 Larry Haack 

8 Sarah Swearingen 

16 Arlene Pearson 

26 Chris Rellinger 

28 Lori Haack 

28 Scott Flynn 

29 Daniel Ciametti 

31 Susan Cunningham 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The following changes to personal 

contact information were received 

from our members. 

 

Jennifer DelPrete 

273 Blackhawk Trace 

Galena, IL  61036 

 

 
If you have a change to your personal 

contact information, please call the church 

office at 708-598-3100 or send an  e-mail to 

pc@hickoryhillspres.org. 

 

8   NEWS FROM THE PEWS 

Please report any omissions or errors to 
the church office at 708-598-3100  

E-mail:  hhpc@hickoryhillspres.org.  

Have a beautiful 
Fall! 



  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
9 AM - Adult Class 
10 AM - Worship 
(Communion), 
Youth Sunday School 
11:15 AM - Fellowship,  
Prayer Shawl Ministry, CE 
5 PM - REV (The Shack 
discussion series) 
 

2 
1 PM - 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
3:30-5:00 PM - 
Kids’ Club 

3 
Office open: 
11:30 AM - 
5:30 PM 
7 PM - CE  
Meeting 

4 
9:30 AM -   
Prayer and Care 
 

 

5  
Office open: 
11:30 AM - 
5:30 PM 
4 PM - TOPS 
7 PM - Yoga 

6 
 

 

7 

8 
9 AM - Adult Class 
10 AM - Worship and  
Youth Sunday School 
11:15 AM - Fellowship,  
Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
Outreach 
5 PM REV - (The Shack 
discussion series) 

9 
1 PM - 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
3:30-5:00 PM – 
Kids’ Club 
7:30 PM - 
Session 

10  
Office open: 
11:30 AM 
5:30 PM 
 
 

11  
9:30 AM -   
Prayer and Care 

12  
Office open: 
11:30 AM - 
5:30 PM 
4 PM - TOPS 
7 PM - Yoga 
E-mails sent  
to Newsletter 
contributors 

13  
4-6 PM - 
Arab Women 
Fellowship 

14 

15 

9 AM - Adult Class 
10 AM - Worship and  
Youth Sunday School 
11:15 AM - 
Rev. Laura Farewell 
Gathering 
Mission 
5 PM REV - (The Shack 
discussion series) 
 
 
 

16  
1 PM - 
Women’s Bible 
Study   
3:30-5:00 PM - 
Kids’ Club 

  

17  
Office open: 
11:30 AM - 
5:30 PM 

 

18  
9:30 AM -  
Prayer and Care  
10 AM – 
Stampers 
7 PM – REV 
Planning Meeting 

19  
Office open: 
11:30 AM - 
5:30 PM 
4 PM - TOPS 
7 PM - Yoga 
McCormick 
Days 8:30 AM-
8:00 PM  
(Oct 19-20) 

20  
McCormick  
Days - 8:00 AM –  
3:00 PM  
(Oct 19-20) 
Synod Meeting 
2:30 – 9:00 PM 
(Chicago Heights) 
 

21 
Synod Meeting 
8:00 AM – 3:00 
PM (Chicago 
Heights) 
10 AM - Evelyn’s 
Card Workshop 

22 

9 AM - Adult Class 

10 AM - Worship and  
Youth Sunday School 
11:15 AM - Fellowship,  
Prayer Shawl Ministry  
5 PM - REV  
(Last discussion night  
of The Shack series) 
 

23  
1 PM - 
Women’s Bible 
Study   
3:30-5:00 PM - 
Kids’ Club  
7:30 PM – 
Deacons Meet 

24  
Office open: 
11:30 AM - 
5:30 PM 

10 AM – 
Newsletter 
mailed 

 

25  
9:30 AM -   
Prayer and Care  
 
 

 

26  
Office open: 
11:30 AM - 
5:30 PM 
4 PM - TOPS 
7 PM - Yoga 

27  
4-6 PM  
Arab Women 
Fellowship 

28 
FMSC - 
11:30AM - 
1:30 PM 
(Aurora) – MC 8 
Project 

29 

9 AM - Adult Class 

One Congregation/One 
Service  

30  
1 PM - 
Women’s Bible 
Study   
3:30-5:30 PM - 
Kids’ Club 

31  
Office open: 
11:30 AM - 
5:30 PM 
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