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Minor Ministerial Musings

Have you ever wondered what | mean when | sign off my newsletter articles with the phrase “in
joyful anticipation”? Anticipating means waiting for, or expecting, doesn’t it? What am | waiting for,
then? Am | implying that this moment isn’t as wonderful as the next will-be, that the best is yet to
" come, or evenh that things can only get better from here on out? As a follower of Christ, and as a
believer in the death, resurrection, and glorification of Jesus Christ, | do believe that “the best is yet to
come™in a lot of ways. | believe that the complete fulfillment of God’s Kingdom, the new heavens and
the new earth, have not arrived yet. One need only watch the news, or even just look around your
own neighborhood, to know that sin and death and evil still exist, and I live with a fervent hope for a
time when poverty, injustice, sickness, war, hunger and homelessness will trouble God’s creation rio
more. | hope for a day when the Lord will wipe away the tears from our eyes, as we are promised in
Isaiah. But the realization that we are not there yet is not a disappointment, not by a long shot. Just
because | hope for a day. that has not yet come, does not mean | don’t recognize this day as a day
the Lord has made, a day to rejoice and be glad.

So . ..what am | still anticipating? And can | balance the anticipation of a day yet to come,
with the apprecnatlon of the day I'm living now? If | am serious about my belief in the death,
resurrection, and glorification of Christ, and if | take seriously all that it means to follow Chnst the

answer is a resounding “yesl.” As | anticipate a day when we will no longer need the light of lamps or
even of the sun, because the Lord God will be our light (see Rev. 22:5), | can’'t wait to see what -
comes between now and then.

| have been here at Hickory Hills for only one month, and I have already seen how active and
intentional this congregation is about loving God and neighbor, in so many ways — mission trips,
prayer, fellowship, just to name a few. And this month we have Rally Day, which is the beginning of
so many things | haven't seen yet, things I've only heard about, and can’t wait to experience. Not
- only will Sunday School begin once again, but we are adding a new class. And of course, there is the

beginning of another year of Kid’s Club, choir, bells, and Bible study. During the next few months, we
will observe the changing of the seasons, witnessing the glory and miracle of God’s creation as
leaves change color and fall, as snow falls. And then there is the joyful season of Advent, marked by
Hanging of the Greens, music, and the reading again of some of the most familiar and beloved stories
in the Scriptures. There is so much to experience, so much to learn — and so much to remember.

As we begin this new phase of the church year, it is so important to keep in mind our purpose,
our focus in all that we do, as a congregation, as committees, as small groups, and as individuals. It
is important to remember that all we do should reflect our love for God and neighbor, and our desire
to follow God's call on our lives. As Rally Day gets closer, and as we earnestly prepare for this year's
activities, | am so encouraged by our mission statement: “We are called to SEEK God’s word, to
SHARE and CELEBRATE God’s love, and to SERVE Jesus Christ in the world.” Is it any wonder
then, that | live each day...

In Joyful Anticipation,
Pastor Lara



HHPC PRAYER REQUESTS

-Shannon Bastien for health concerns

-John Bredlau for health concerns

-Carolyn Watson for shoulder surgery

-llomay for health concerns

-Dorothy & Enid Scholefield for direction
-Evelyn Garlic on the passing of her sister, Gloria
-Susan Frangella’s father for health concerns
-Mary Richer’s granddaughter, Amber,

for health concerns

-Harry Richer’s co-workers in loss of jobs
-Gerald Waller’s family on his passing

-Gert Vickers for healing

-Gert Vickers’ son, Randy Vickers,

for health concerns

-Mary Tarter’s sister, Betty, for heart surgery
-Mary Tarter’s neighbors, as Frank has cancer
-Daniel Esparza & family for health concerns
-Richard Larsen for strength

-Phyllis Apitz for health concerns

-Dennis & Mary Tarter for strength & direction
-Marie Hoffman for health concerns &
continued improvement

-Carol Sack’s sister, Ruth, & brother-in-law,
Wayne, for healing and strength

-Carol Sack’s sister, Susan, for health concemns
-Kevin McGuire for healing & strength

-Kyle Krueger, in Marine Corps

-Dorothy Allen for strength

-Our service men and women and their families
-DelPrete Family for strength, faith, & hope during
Jen’s battle

Prayer Groups meet on Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.,
and
Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. We encourage you to
attend this Vital Ministry of our church.
*PRAYER is the ENGINE of the CHURCH*

TWILIGHT PRAYER

Wake up my friends, see the Light. Face life
as it faces you. Beauty surrounds your life in the
midst of your daily routines. You shine because you
are reflective of Him. You exist because of His love
for you.

It is important that we embrace the goodness
of our lives and thank God daily for what He has
given to us. Do you sleep throughout the bulk of
your life, or do you see the Light?

We turn on the light each Tuesday evening
at 6:30 p.m., no need for a flash light, you are light
enough.

Regards, C. Lou Pearson
PRAYER & CARE

“O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you
and praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness you
have done marvelous things, things planned long
ago.” ISATIAH 25:1 (NIV)

No matter what happens in our lives, God is
in control. He provides what is needed even when
we fail to ask. Our prayers are answered whether or
not we like the answer. Prayer allows us to praise
His name with gratitude when we leave our cares
under the cross. Our Heavenly Father knows what is
best.

“Nevertheless God, that comforted those
that are cast down, comforted us...”
IT CORINTHIANS 7:6 (KJV)

Hetp I%ep the chuveh cleam. ..
Please, no food or drinks
n the gavu;tua@.



WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

“Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift
up a song to him who rides upon the clouds; his
name is the Lord, exult before him!”

PSALM 68:4 (RSV)

Did you enjoy your summer vacation? Are
you glad to be back in school? Class began on
Monday, Sept. 13, 1:00-2:30 p.m. in the Junior
High classroom. We miss Eva Nestor, Lucy Dumke,
& Micki Kluska, but will continue to remember you
during our prayer time.

Please join us if you want to be awed by the
poetic, timely, investigative words conveyed in the
Psalms. We will continue with Psalm 68.

Love ‘N’ Hugs,

= ”Mmg

Mandy Swindle
643 S. Ridgeland Ave.
Oak Park, IL 60304-1431
(School Year Address)

Please remember to turn off Your
cell phowe during all
\/\/orsmp services.

Please recycle this newsletter when
you are finished enjoying it.
There are recycling bins located
around the church. Thank you.

ANNUAL CRAFT BAZAAR

SATURDAY, NOV. 6™

On Saturday, November 6" from 9am-3pm, we will
be having our annual craft bazaar and bake sale.
We are still looking for crafters to fill up the
basement. We can never have enough baked goods,
and would appreciate any baking you could do for
us for that day. We would ask that, if at all
possible, to please price your items when bringing
them in. We would appreciate any help with setup
and/or take down also. You can also join us for
lunch and do some upcoming holiday shopping.



Speaking of the upcoming holidav season:

Don’t forget about our Script service. This is an
easy way for us to raise money and for you to save
on shopping trips. Jewel certificates can be given to
you on the spot and the others, which are ordered,
will be given to you the next week. This is a very
easy way for us to earn some money for our church
to help us to be able to have events like the bazaar
and the yard sale. So if you have any birthdays,
anniversaries, graduations coming up, or early
Christmas shopping, this is certainly a great gift that
anyone would enjoy receiving. How about yourself
— I'love to buy them for myself and then feel like I
have a good reason to go shopping and after 1
worked up an appetite I can get something to eat!

A prayer for
pumpkin people

After Liz Curtis Higgs wrote the popular
children’s book The Pumpkin Patch Parable,
people began using her analogies to say a
prayer while carving their Halloween
pumpkins. The pumpkin prayer, a Christian
alternative to Halloween traditions, reminds
people of all ages what God has done for us.
Use it this fall when your family makes
jack-o’-lanterns.

= While cutting off the top of the pumpkin,
pray, “Lord, open my mind so | can learn new
things about you.”

(See Proverbs 1:7.)

» While removing the seeds and pulp, pray,
“Remove the things in my life that don’t
please you. Forgive the wrong things | do, and
help me forgive others.”

(See Matthew 6:14-15.)

» While making eyes, pray, “Open my eyes to
see the beauty you’ve made in the world
around me.” (See Psalm 104:24.)

= While making the nose, pray, “I’m sorry for
the times I’ve turned up my nose at your
many gifts.”

(See James 1:17.)

» While making the mouth, pray, “Let
everything | say please you.”
(See Psalm 19:14.)

- While lighting the candle, pray, “Lord, help
me show your light to others through the
things | do.”

(See Matthew 5:16.)

After carving your pumpkins, display them as
examples of how God’s love transforms us into
new creations. (See 2 Corinthians 5:17.)

“He Googles you ... that's how
God knows all about you.”




Hymmning and Hawing
Singing Our Songs in
a Strange Land

by G. R. Snow

Sharing songs—a primitive custom from ancient
times, yet with echoes in our own modern culture.
The medicine man of a tribe trades songs with
another tribe’s medicine man. A wandering bard of
one Celt city brings its songs and legends to another
city, or another country. A slave people is invited
to sing some of its songs before its conquerors
(though the Psalms point out that this can be a
mockery instead of a genuine desire to learn about
an unfamiliar culture).

It still happens in our own day. A music
fraternity increases its brothethood by active
members holding “listening sessions” of favorite
music for the pledge class. A teen-age girl
expresses interest in a teen-age boy by inviting him
to her house to listen to some music (and he brings
some of his own CDs to share). People from one
church take time on the Kentucky mission trip to
share some of their favorite Christian contemporary
songs with other church members; they, in turn,
share their favorites with their home congregations
when they return from the trip.

By sharing songs, cultures were shared, and
friends developed deeper knowledge of each others’
differing backgrounds. In some cultures, part of the
celebration of a wedding included the bride and
groom teaching their friends, and the others in the
village or tribe, new songs, stories and games. In a
Star Trek novel, two bards from different cultures
shared songs and then wished each other the “peace
of dreaming on shared songs.”

Through a culture’s art forms, much of their
identity can be communicated and much learned
even by generations which follow, even when there
are no survivors of the original culture. Such a
great deal is learned by archaeologists about
Egyptian daily life by the paintings found in the
tombs, not solely of pharaohs and their immediate
families, but the tombs of the middle-class—the
merchants, the chantresses in the temple, the
teachers, the scholars. Yet the sharing of songs
surpasses the sharing of art, for it can be a spectator
or a participatory activity, and it can be reciprocated
as easily as the human mind can call up a different
song.

Even in the coffeehouses of Cairo, according to
one early-twentieth-century account, it was the
custom for a storyteller to sing a well-known legend
of an evening. His hearers knew the legend and
were able to join in on the chorus. It’s hard to
imagine such an event occurring in a Starbuck’s in
downtown Chicago, but I have conducted concerts
and sing-alongs - in coffechouses in northwest
Indiana and was joined by the audience
enthusiastically and (sometimes) in harmony. In
many of the historical incidents described above,
the singing of traditional songs with sing-along
choruses came as naturally to the culture as the
ability to join in “Happy Birthday” comes to
present-day Americans.

When we as present-day Christians share songs,
the act has two vital components. Not surprisingly,
they are sharing and song. To share anything with
another—be it a song, a story, or a plate of potato
salad and ham—yields the obvious surface act of
giving, plus on a deeper level it is a communication.
When we do it, it adds recommendation—*I find
this to be good and 1 think you will find it to be
good also” is the subtext. A further subtext is “I
care about you, and because I care about you, I wish
to share with you something I find to be good,
believing that you will find it to be good also.”

And song? In a Christian context, song is often a
sharing of knowledge about God’s power, a sharing
of adoration of God, a sharing of rejoicing in God’s
love, or a sharing of exhortation to fulfill the
Christian obligation (be it mission, ministry, or
compliance). Yet, like the icons of the Eastern
Orthodox church, the presence of song helps to.
transport the worshiper into an other-worldly

experience of God. The Western Protestant

churches on many occasions find their other-
worldly experience through music. Coupling this
meaning with the subtexts above regarding sharing,
the message we may attach to Christians sharing
songs with each other is, “Because I value and
esteem you, I want to share with you an experience
I find to be good, an experience which transcends
the mundane/worldly: the other-worldly experience
of Jesus Christ, which I believe you will find good
since I find it s0.” '

Let us then, with this rationale in mind, share
songs with each other, with Christian and potential
Christian alike. And may we not hesitate to sing the
songs of the Lord in a familiar, yet often very
strange, land.



Sacrament of Holy Communion- Oct. 3, 2010

SUNDAY

USHERS

LAY READER

Oct. 3, 2010

K. Dritz, C. Pilgrim,
R. Raschke

Dave Delaney

Oct. 10, 2010

T. Brock, T. Lane,
H. Zimmerman

Rick Vogl

Oct. 17,2010

B. Ambrosat, F. Esparza
M. Maranto

o4

Scott Zimmerman

Oct. 24, 2010 D. Barker, D. Ciametti, | Terry Brock
T. Morrell
Oct. 31, 2010 S. Zimmerman Kim Ambrosat
SUNDAY COUNTERS
Oct. 3, 2010 Susan Frangella
Oct. 10, 2010 Susan Frangella,
- | Karen Hoffman
Oct. 17,2010 Susan Frangella,
Sandy Beal
Oct. 24, 2010 Susan Frangella,
Shirley Brunell
Oct. 31, 2010 Susan Frangella,
Grace Muszynski

October 3, 2010




Hickory Hills Presbyterian Church
8426 West 95th Street, Hickory Hills, lllinois 60457
708/598-3100

Dianne Flynn, Director

ITS THAT TIME AGAIN

KIDS CLUB

- STARTING

- MONDAY, September 13
~3:30-5:00 p.m.

Monday, September 13" KIDS CLUB begins. We are back with great activities
_for all kids age 5 through grade 6. We come together for a time of recreation and
games, craft projects, music, snacks, and Christian Life studies. Monthly we

- enjoy cooking projects, knitting club, the story teller and special events

- programing. Also back to celebrate monthly perfect attendance is the popular
Snicker Balance. '

The theme for this year is “Traveling Through God's Time.” Weekly kids will have
an adventure discovering God'’s love, and developing a value system for a
Christian lifestyle. This program has been structured in a nondenominational way
so that we may reach out to all children in our community as well as those in our
church family. '

" Registrations are being accepted in this program now. There is no cost, but
registration is necessary. The forms are available at the church and can be
mailed to you upon request or completed on the first day of the program. Please
call the church to let us know your child will be attending. We encourage you to
® share this information and invite others to be a part of this outstanding outreach
of our church. '

We are-proud of the programs we have developed for the youth of our
community. lt-is our hope that your child and his/her friends will be a part of the
joy and spiritual growth here at the Hickory Hills Presbyterian Church.

bk

S CLUB

} KIDSAF?E N;UMBEQ 1 T THE KID



Christian Education

Rally Day on September 13, 2010 was
another success. People who attended the
Fellowship afterwards were treated to a variety
of delicious things to eat. Thank you to the
Fellowship committee for making this such a
memorable day in the beginning of the 2010-
2011 church year. Please remember to thank
the teachers of the Fall quarter. The committee
would like to thank Debbie Zimmerman

and Cheryl Huenecke for teaching the pre-
school, kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade

class. Thank you to Sue Orsic for taking the
3rd, 4th, and 5th grade class. Thank you to Patt
Pilgrim for teaching the Jr. High class. Thank
you to Gordon Home for teaching the Sr. High
class. Thank you to Dave Delaney for
moderating the Adult class. A special welcome
to Dr. Kirk MacGregor as he begins a new
class,'"Developing a Christian Worldview"",
Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM, which is open
for the young adults as well as any adults
interested in attending. The Sunday classes are
started and so are the variety of activities
involving young and old alike. A special
presentation of Bibles was made for Jacob
Morrell and Eamonn Prunty, The committee
hopes these children will find comfort and
guidance while reading their new Bibles. We
have decided to continue our mission projects
so please help the children learn the meaning of
stewardship by donating pop tabs and school
supplies. We will again participate in the One
Great Hour of Sharing this spring.

The Jr. High Youth Group will be planning
their activities as they go along. So far, a
retreat is scheduled sometime in January as
well as another trip to Feed My Starving
Children, and a work trip with A Work of
Love. Jr. High Youth Group meets on
Thursdays at 6:30 PM. Don't miss a minute of
the fun and fellowship. Be sure to invite your
friends.

Sr. High Youth Group meets on Sundays after
REV around 6:30 PM. Activities will be
planned with input from the group. If you have
something exciting to do or just want to make
some friends, come join them and be sure to
bring along a friend.

Exciting news. Reverand Lara MacGregor will
be installed as our pastor at the REV service on
September 26, 2010 at 5:00PM. Come
celebrate with her and her family as we join in
to officially welcome her to our church.

Kids Club opened its doors on September
13th. We had a return of some familiar faces
and even a few new ones. We always have
room for more so be sure to bring a friend and
have your photo posted on the "I Brought A
Friend to Kids Club" divider. Once again we
will have a perfect attendance celebration for
anyone who can attend the entire month. You
don't want to miss your chance to master the
Candy Bar Balance.

Youth Choir has been rescheduled for 9:15
AM on Sunday mornings. We hope this will
allow those students who love singing and
music to attend their after school activities as
well as complete their homework and still
practice beautiful music for their gift to the
church. Cheryl and Dianne have some
outstanding music lined up for you to sing.

Stories and More, the program geared for the
children ages 4-6, begins on September 21% at
1:00 PM. Stories, review of the message,
active songs and fingerplays, as well as a
presentation of kindergarten skills are the main
outline of each week. Our first six weeks will
be devoted to the alphabet. There will be
special activities such as cooking, games, and
art projects sprinkled in for more fun. Contact



Patt Pilgrim or Dianne Flynn for any additional
information.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry has started again.
Meeting in the classroom at the bottom of the
stairs is hard to miss with all the discussion and
music we have going each week. Come join us
for the fellowship and have fun creating
something beautiful. With fall approaching
there will be small projects such as scarves,
mittens and hats to make for the Warming
Tree. Some of the members are working to
complete Prayer Shawls and lap blankets. You
can choose your own project. There are
supplies for you to use. If you do not know
how to knit there are even people there to teach
you. If you are interested in crochet, guess
what, we have people who can do that too!
Hope you stop by after the 10:30 worship
service on Sundays.

The Stampers are back to making cards on
September 29th at 10:30 AM in the church
library. We plan to meet every other
Wednesday. Ruth Hill will be returning to help
us create some beautiful cards. Some of the
cards are donated to the Prayer and Care groups
which meet regularly at the church. If you
have a design you’ve created and want to teach
that technique, this is a great place to have
some attentive listeners and willing students.

Now get out your calendars and I will give you
a list of dates to mark and set aside for Church
activities. Are you ready?

Decorate the Zoo Tree on November 20
Advent Workshop on December 3

Hanging of the Greens on December 5
Christmas Tea on December 9

Youth Choir sings every 2nd Sunday in church
Lenten program on March 9-April 18

Cookie Sale on May 8

VBS with Tricia and Company on June 13-17

No Christian Education Meeting in September
but there is one scheduled for October 5 at
7:30 PM.

The entire Christian Education Committee is -

working to make this year of new beginnings a
great year. We know it will take some
dedicated people as well as your time and
energy to make it happen. Let's make our list
of priorities and put Church attendance at the
top. Welcome the MacGregor family by
coming to worship and attending the scheduled
programs this year.

dokok ok ok ok ok

God has given us a gift that we can’t work for or buy.
Discover what this gift is by reading Ephesians 2:8-9, NIV.

Fit the words in bold into the word puzzle below. We've
provided two letters for you.

4
“For it is by grace you have been saved, %
through faith — and this not from e
yourselves, it is the gift of God — ="

not by works, so that
no one can boast.”

YA




“Developing a Christian
Worldview”

Starting
September 12, 9:00AM

. Have you ever asked yourself any of
the following questions: How do I know that
God exists? Does science conflict with the
Bible? Do evil and suffering disprove the
existence of God? What evidence for Jesus
exists outside the Bible? Is there historical
evidence for Jesus’ resurrection? How did we
get the Bible? What happens to me after I
die? If so, then the class “Developing a
Christian Worldview” is for you! In
“Developing a Christian Worldview,” you
will learn what Christians believe and why
they believe it. You will have the freedom to
ask anything you want to know about
Christianity but may have always been afraid
to ask. And you will gain a solid knowledge
of the Bible and essential Christian doctrine
in the process. '

Taught by Dr. Kirk MacGregor,
visiting assistant professor of theology at
Quincy University and author of several
books and articles, “Developing a Christian
Worldview” will integrate study of the Bible
with science, church history, theology,
apologetics (defense of the Christian faith),
and other fields. The class will feature a
simple, easy-to-understand presentation style
suitable for anyone high school age and up.
The class will give high school students,
college students, and adults the intellectual
resources to know why attacks on their faith
are false. And it will teach them how to
effectively and persuasively share their faith
with non-believing friends, family members,
teachers, and colleagues in a non-
confrontational way. Concerning outreach,
anyone skeptical of Christianity is more than
welcome to attend the class, where they will
have an open forum to find answers to their
questions.

“KIDS HELPING KIDS’;
2010 - 2011 Mission Projects

Reaching out to help others in need we will;

Collect School Supplies

Starting Rally Day and continuing
through May we will collect school supplies
to be given to kids who are in need. This
past year we donated supplies to members of
our church family and the “Apple Tree”
program in Worth Illinois.

Drop off point is the school desk
located by the piano in the basement of our
church or the collection box located in the
East Room.

Pull Tabs

We will continue to collect pull tabs
{rom aluminum cans to help support the

Ronald McDonald House. Use a convenient

container at your home or place of work and
then deposit the tabs in our Ronald
McDonald collection jar here at the church.

The Ronald McDonald house supplies
families of young cancer victims a place to
stay while the child is undergoing treatment.

Stories and More
Tuesdays, 1-2 PM

Beginning Sept. 21, this program is open to
children ages 4-6 years. Those enrolled will
be treated to a story time and associated
activities, organized games, and time set
aside to strengthen basic Kindergarten skills.

There 1s no cost but registration is required.

For questions about this program contact
program director, Patt Pilgrim or Dianne at
the church office.
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October Birthdays

QOctober 1-

13-
14-

16 —

24-

26—
28 -
28 —
29—

Leslie Ambrosat
Michae] Pettis
Rob Nordstrom
Kate Crowley
Larry Haack
Kirk MacGregor

‘Sarah Swearingen

LeAnne Kommenich
Savino Simone
Frank Rodriguez
Arlene Pearson
Danielle Tracy
Chris Rellinger
Scott Flynn

Lori Haack

Daniel Ciametti

31 — Susan Cunningham
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Any omissions or errors should be reported
to the church office...

708-598-3100 or
HHPC(@hickoryhillspres.org
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