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Minor Ministerial Musings

BINLI!

| want to talk about BINLI. 1t is very common to run into BINLI in churches, though it can be
found in other organizations which depend heavily on volunteers. It is especially common in
churches which are growing, trying to grow, headed in new directions, or simply trying new things.
BINLI flourishes in situations where there are overworked, over-tired, or overcommitted leaders — but
it also thrives on uncertain leadership and underutilized talent. BINL! can be particularly sneaky,
because it usualily follows closely on the heels of creative leadership and promising new ideas, almost
like it is looking for something positive to latch on to, so it can sneak into the life of the church.

Getting curious? Confused? Let me give an example. Someone in the congregation has an
idea for a new ministry — a mission project, a fellowship event, a special worship service. It can be a
one-time event, a long-term project, or an ongoing ministry. He or she brings the idea to the
appropriate committee, or to Session, or the pastor. Things seem to be going well, and then — BINLI!

“But 'm Not Leading It!"

Sound familiar? Have you heard this before, or even said it yourself? “We should start a
‘men’s group — But I'm Not Leading It.” “We should have a special service to honor an important time
in the life of the congregation — But I'm Not Leading It.” “| see a real need for a new or larger
committee to take better care of certain ministries or people in the church. But I'm Not Leading It.”

You get the picture. Great ideas and inspirations are so vital in a church, a body of followers of
Christ who are seeking to love God and others, to grow in their own faith, and to share Christ's love
and salvation with the world. New ideas for ministry are the way we are able to keep alive our
mission statement, finding new ways to SEEK God's Word, SHARE and CELEBRATE God’s Love,
and SERVE Jesus Christ in the World. But all too often, BINLI sneaks in right on the heels of
inspiration, and new ideas are stopped in their tracks. Without the leadership or manpower to
research, faunch, and support a new idea for ministry, it falls flat. BINLI can be insidious.

Here's the really tricky part, though. BINLI, at its source, is justified. Your idea may come from
something new you want to learn, and thus you don't want to or can't teach it yourself. You may be
full of new ideas, but your calendar of commitments may be even more full, with less than no room for
any new undertakings. You may have great ideas, but simply not know how to implement them and
not feel confident or qualified to be in a leadership role.

The key, then, is to not let BINLI stop ministry ideas in their tracks. If you have a new idea, or
there is a ministry you would like to see start or grow at the church, come to Session. Come to the
pastor. Come to the committee where the idea seems to fit best. And then ask for help. Join with
others in brainstorming what and who would be needed for this new ministry to really take off, and
think outside the box in seeking out the talents and gifts in the congregation that would best
strengthen and supportit. Don't step out into new territory by yourself — especially if you are already
overworked or overcommitted, or if you don’t feel equipped for the leadership that is needed. But
don’t let BINLI stop you, either. We are a congregation — a family — and we need each other to grow

in our faith and our ministries. See you Sunday! In Joyful Anticipation, Pastor Larov



HHPC
PRAYER REQUESTS

-Karen Hoffman for recovery from surgery
-Eleanor Watson for health concerns

-Darlene Kibort for health concerns

-Helen Opalinski’s family on her passing

-Ellen Betcher’s family on her passing

-John & Kira (Beckering) Huffaker for

healing & strength

-Jim Beckering & family for strength & peace,
during John’s healing

-Lorie Cunningham’s friend, Pat, for strength
-Marilyn Betterton for healing

-Cindy Treccani for eye surgery- healing & strength
-Shannon Bastien’s grandma for strength

-The family of Bridget Brennan on her passing
-Steven Beal, Erin, Sandy, Susan &

Family on the birth of Rayan Nevada

-Gert Vickers® Granddaughter,

Elizabeth, & Baby Tessa

-Lucy Dumke’s brother-in-law, Bob, for

health concerns

-Praise for Donna’s friend Gail Hensen,

for successful heart replacement

-Jean Somerstorfer for health concerns

-Jeni Vogl’s sister, Patti, for healing, & mom,
Wanda, for strength

-Al Lewington & family as he is in Hospice
-Marie Hoffman for health concerns

-Tanya Gleespen and other Air Force Reservists,
deployed to Afghanistan

-Hollie Fox for strength

-Harry Zimmerman for health concerns & strength
-Wally Golema for continuous healing

-Ivy Taebel, & her Son, Larry, for

health concerns & strength

-Kyle Krueger, in Marine Corps

-Dorothy Allen for strength

-Our Service Men and Women and their families
-Our Policemen, Firemen, & their families
-DelPrete Family for strength, faith, &

hope during Jen’s battle

Prayer Groups meet on Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.,
and Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
We encourage you to attend this
Vital Ministry of our church.

*PRAYER is the ENGINFE of the CHURCH*

TWILIGHT PRAYER

Let us gather together we who need each other.
We who support one another.
We who love one another.
We who care about our brother.
Express your words in prayer
to show you really care.
Regards,
C. Lou Pearson

PADS UPDATE

PADS opened its fall season with an unexpected
turn out of less than thirty in attendance. The first
Sunday is always lower in attendance due to the
lingering warmer weather. As the cooler weather
enters the scene our numbers will continue to
increase. | am sure the economy will play an
important part in the number attending also. Thank
you all for your support. This ministry is vital to
those in need to maintain a daily existence.

Regards,
C. Lou Pearson

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

“The LORD by wisdom founded the earth; by
understanding he established the heavens; by his
knowledge the deeps broke forth, and the clouds
drop down the dew.” PROVERBS 3:19 & 20

We continue to delight in searching scripture for
knowledge. Millie Neil led us in singing “Count
Your Blessings” accompanied by her ukulele. We
welcome you women out there to join us on
Mondays at 1 in the Jr. High Room.



ANNUAL HOLIDAY
CRAFT BAZAAR

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 5, 2011
9:00 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M.

H.H. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
8426 W. 95™ STREET
HICKORY HILLS, IL
(708) 598-3100

CRAFTS - BAKE SALE - RAFFLE

FOOD SERVED ALL DAY
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Hickory Hills Presbyterian Church
8426 West 95th Street, Hickory Hills, lliinois 60457
- 708/598-3100

Dianne Flynn, Director

=5 € continue to study God’s Promises. As we study and discuss some of the great
people of the Bible we will talk about forgiveness, wisdom to make right choices, the
importance of being a peace maker, and our responsibility to invite others to be a part
of this Christian family.
The themes for our study in November are;

A Smooth Voyage - God promises to bless those who are peace-makers..

In the Light of the Son - God promised to show us the way through His Son

' Jesus.
Future Visitor to Earth - God promised to send Jesus to restore the harmony
that was destroyed in the Fall
Rooted in the Promise For All Time - Jesus as the Promised One

Final preparations are underway for our Halloween Party to be held on Monday,
October 31. This is always a day with good safe fun shared with friends. It will be an
afternoon filled with surprises! If possible, we ask those attending on this day to
bring a bag of candy to be shared in the take home ‘trick or treat bags’. If you wish
costumes are the dress for the day.

Our Family Advent Night is coming up so mark your calendar now for Friday,
December 2th at 6:30 p.m. We will feature a shared potluck dinner, holiday crafts for
all age groups, and singing of favorite Christmas carols. This is a great evening for
everyone, so plan for it now. What a wonderful way to begin the season of Advent!
The sign up sheet and a display of crafts will be located on the lower level of the
church. We encourage you to invite family and friends.

We thank the following families who have provided snacks, juice, or other supplies
for our kids; the McGuire Family, DelPrete Family, Neal F amily, Wrobel Family, and
in honor of Giovanni’s birthday the Simone Family. This is always a favorite part of
our afternoon.

We continue to welcome new kids to this program, so if you know of someone who
would enjoy sharing Monday afternoons with us at KIDS CLUB, please invite them.

Peace and Joy,
Dianne

KIDS ARE NUMBER 1 AT THE KIDS CLUB



Christian Education Meeting

The committee was very happy to hear we had
11 students in the downstairs Sunday School
on October 2nd. We have decided to open
another classroom. Pre-K thru grade 2 will be
in one class and the children of grades 3 thru
grade 5 will be in a different class. This will
benefit the teachers as well as the children who
will have a more age appropriate lesson. A
teachers meeting is scheduled for 9:30 AM on
November 20, Transition to fill these classes
begins on November 27. All teachers for the
winter class are asked to attend the meeting,
Thanks for volunteering to teach this winter
quarter. Please extend your personal thanks to
Megan Zimmerman, Beverly Kahn, and Lou
Pearson when you meet them as well as to
Gordon Home for teaching the fall quarter.

The Adult Sunday School has been buzzing
as they begin their new discussions led by
Dave Delaney. Since the room is full of lively
discussions, it makes you wonder if there is
room for you. The answer is of course, you
should attend. Be a part of the action and enjoy
discussions which will stimulate your mind and
perhaps spur you into action. This group meets
on Sunday mornings at 9AM.

The Kids Club has grown to 27 children this
fall. What a great way to begin the new
program 2011-2012. There is still room for
more so be sure to invite a friend and come see
all the fun these children are having, The Kids
Club meets on Monday afternoons 3:30 PM to
5:00 PM. There is a Halloween Party
scheduled for Monday, October 31. Come in
costume if you wish. There will be dancing,
singing, games, and all sorts of favorite
activities for those who attend,

We have a tree to decorate at the Brookfield
Zoo for the upcoming Holiday Magic event.
We have new decorations to use and a new
garland to help advertize all the wonderful

programs we offer to our neighborhood. Our
tree is #67 located at the East Mall between
the Roosevelt fountain and the BZ Redhots
cafe. (formerly known as the Safari Grill).

Mark your calendars for December. Wow!!! It
is a really busy month. On December 2nd, we
will have our annual Advent Night. Plans are
in the works for several different projects to
use for decorating your home or as gifts.
Samples of these projects will be on display in
November. Dinner begins at 6:30 PM with an
evening of crafting to follow. Usually we will
have a time to share Christmas favorites around
the piano at the end of the evening,

The children tell the Christmas story on
December 4 at the 10:30 AM worship service.
"Hanging of the Greens" will have some
changes and improvements. Be sure to see the
Christmas story come alive and attend this
worship service.

Our Christmas Tea has had a date change. We
are scheduling it for December 8th. The
Madrigal singers from Stagg High School will
be a part of this evening. Anyone who has
attended the tea knows how moving an
experience it is to hear them sing. What a great
night to join with friends and enjoy some
peaceful time before the rush of the season
surrounds you.

The Junior High and Senior High groups are
scheduled to attend "Feed My Starving
Children” on November 12. The Senior High is
also scheduled to serve at PADS in November.

Stories and More has 6 students who are
attending the 1PM class on Tuesdays. Many
are just beginning their skills since they are
very young, It is quite an exciting experience
for teachers and students. October 4 was



exciting because they made and decorated
cookies. If you know any children ages 4-6
years old who might enjoy learning
kindergarten skills in a non-traditional setting,
we would be happy to welcome them into our
program. Please contact Patt Pilgrim, program
leader on the website:
hhtp://hickoryhillspresbyterian.org or
Dianne Flynn, Director of Children’s
Ministries.

The Women'’s Bible Study is in the process of
studying the book of Proverbs, Since itis a
relatively small book, they are going slow and
having great discussions. They are planning a
Christmas party on December 19th.

There average about ten students in the adult
class ""Walking Through the Bible" led by
Dr. Kirk MacGregor. People who have sat in
on the class relate that it is enlightening and
exceptionally well taught. There is still time to
join the class. The lessons stand alone and will
not hinder your understanding of what is taught
by missing a few of the beginning classes. Join
them on Tuesday nights at 7:30 PM. The
following class, ""Apologetics" ,begins at
8:30PM and helps you understand why you
worship the way you do, It will help you
discuss religion with doubters and uses facts
from the Bible as well as other reading sources
to provide evidence in your discussions. Join
these groups on Tuesday nights and become an
better informed adult.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is meeting
downstairs in the classroom west of the piano.
Anyone interested in knitting or crocheting
should come join us. We welcome visitors who
wish to sit awhile and join our discussion. Of
course, it is also more fun to have a project you
can work on while you talk. Right now, we
have a few people working on lap blankets, a
few working on scarves and mittens, and a few
are working on Prayer Shawls. Pick the project
you are interested in and come join in the
fellowship on Sundays around 11:45 AM.

The Stampers had two meetings in September.
We plan to meet every other Wednesday at
9PM in the Jr. High Classroom. We welcomed
a new member, Tina, who is a friend of Kim
Ambrosat. She has given us some new ways to
embellish our cards. Kim showed us a new pen
we can use for embossing. It is exciting to see
the new creative ways the Stampers can make
cards. The Prayer and Care group is using the
cards as fast as we can make them. October
meetings will be on the 12th and 26th. Join us
for an hour or more of fun creating and
exploring your new designs.

Have a great Halloween celebration and come
join the programs we have to offer. You will
not be disappointed.

ook ok ok

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
FOR UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday, December 2™

5:30 p.m. Children meet in Sanctuary
to Practice for Advent
Program

6:30 p.m. Advent Family Night
Potluck Dinner and Crafis

Sunday, December 4"

9:00 a.m. Practice for Advent
Program

10:30 a.m.  Advent Program Presented

“Hanging of the Greens”




"Tree of Warmth”
vy

This is commonly known as our Scarf and
Mitten tree. The articles on this tree help to
physically warm a child who comes to the
Jones Center in need. It emotionally warms
our souls to be able to provide this necessity
to someone less fortunate than ourselves. So
this holiday season try to remember these
kids.

On December 4" our own kids will be
decorating the Christmas tree with these items
during the “Hanging of the Greens”. Please
try to bring your items to the churchonor
before November 27. Collection boxes will
be located at the back of the sanctuary for
these gifts.

Remember - our warming tree can be
decorated with anything that can keep a child
warm - gloves, mittens, hats, earmuffs,
scarves, socks. You too will feel the warmth!

Fhhhdkdhik

THANKSGIVING DAY
GATHERING

Thank§g|VIng

Join us Thanksgiving Day at the Sabre Room at
2:00 p.m.
Dinner Served at 2:30. Show begins at 4:00 p.m.

The price per person including tax & tip is $30.85.
We are trying to get a table together for those who
may be alone on that day. There is a sign up sheet
downstairs & in the Narthex. For more information,
contact Ivy Taebel at 708-839-8602.

Mfﬂk ﬁz ving

Join Us for a Thanksgiving Eve
Worship Service

Wednesday, Nov. 23, 2011
7:30 p.m.

HHPC
8426 W. 95t St,
Hickory Hills, IL

Free Will Donations of Canned
Goods or
Monetary Donations for PADS will
be Accepted
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HANGING OF THE GREENS
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ADVENT

SUNDAY
PROGRAM
DECEMBER 4
Our kids tell the story of the 10:30 a.m.
Nativity and our sanctuary WORSHIP
comes alive with the sights and SERVICE
sounds of Christmas
We Celebrare
November Birthdays ~ September Pertecr Attendance
1 Eric Meyer Kindergarten
3 Michelle Krumpole T.J. DeVries
6 Brittany Maranto
12 Jessica Panko 2™ Grade
14 T.eoWreza Bobby DeVries
15 Jacob Morrell ,
27 Shaylin Rys Junior High
28 Mandy Rodriguez ' LeAnne Kommenich
Senior High
Leslie Ambrosat
Ashley Maranto

Brittany Maranto
Sarah Swearingen
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An Invitatio Church and Comunity

You are invited to join us for

A Cup of Christmas Tea”

Start a holiday tradition and fill your heart with love, laughter and joy.

Holiday entertainment provided
with
Music by the Madrigal Singers of Stagg High School

Place: Hickory Hills Presbyterian Church
Date: Thursday, December 8"
Time: 7:00 p.m.

Please bring a plate of your favorite Christmas cookies or sweets
to share on our refreshment table.

A freewill donation will be accepted for the program.

Invite a fmmf and togetﬁer share in the warmth and love that is

B F
e v

; T i,

, 2 ¢ i KS‘VfP Requested (Sign up sheet located in Church basement.)

Questions:
Please contact the Church office 598-3100




Sacrament of Holy Communion-Nov. 6, 2011
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Communion Servers: Darlene Delaney, Dave Delaney, Patt Pilgrim, Tvy Taebel

Answers: 1. Glve, 2. prdise, o, LOKD, 4. prodaiin, 5. name, 6. make,
7. known, 8. nations, 9. done, 10. Sing, 11. him, 12. praise, 13. tell, 14. all,
15. wonderful, 16. acts

Give praise to the Lorp, proclaim his name; make known among the
nations what he has done. Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his

wonderful acts. (Psalm 105:1-2, NIV)
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November

Nov. Birthdays

5 — Katie Treccani

5- Steve Porter

6 — Delorus Freiberg

6 — Jean Swearingen

8 — Renee Meyer

8 — Mitchell Huenecke

14 — Alissa Raschke-Janchenko
26 — Beth Ann Kommenich
26 — Linda Rys

26- George Vinalek

27 — Lorraine Mead

30- Amanda Kowalcze

Any omissions or errors should be reported
to the church office...

708-598-3100 or

HHPC(@hickoryhillspres.org
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*If you wish to receive The Connecting Link
through email, and no longer receive a paper
version, please send an email to:
newsletter@hickorvhillspres.org

and we will place you on the mailing list,
Thank you.
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Please recycle this newsletter when you are
finished enjoying it. There are recycling bins
located around the church. Thank you.
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