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Minor Ministerial Musings

I’ve been thinking a lot lately about children in the church. I’ve been thinking about children’s
ministries, and the relationship between the growth of children’s ministries and the growth of the church. T've
been thinking especially about the children in our church, at Hickory Hills, and the stories that [ have heard
about the children of the church in the years before I came to be your pastor.

1 hear a lot of stories about how there used to be so many children in the church. Ihave seen pictures of
a full-to-overflowing chancel, packed with children eager to see what was in the “Junk Box™. I’ve seen
pictures, too, of Lenten Series and Vacation Bible Schools from past years. Downstairs, I walk through the hall
of children’s classrooms and nursery, thinking of what I have heard about the number of children who used to
swarm the hall, and how this year, we have only nceded one teacher for the elementary ages. And the nursery
has mostly stood empty, sometimes even used as temporary storage.

And then 1 look at the wall of Kid’s Club pictures, including one of my office, filled with children -
some wearing one or more of my stoles — with me in the back barely able to be seen by the camera because of
all the children. Some weeks 1 am able to steal down to the fellowship hall to join the Kid’s Club for a craft or a

story. Other weeks, I just enjoy the noise of playing and learning and fellowsmp from my office overlooking
the gym.

And then I look around at our marvelous group of youth and young adults. [ see their initiative, their
love of God and of each other, their devotion to worship — some at the morning services, some at the evening
praise service. I see their maturity and leadership. And I realize that these are the kids that grew up in Kid’s
Club, Sunday School, Lenten Series, and Vacation Bible School. They are the ones in the pictures I have seen,
now well on their way to adulthood, too grown for the little chairs in the classrooms downstairs. Some are
graduating from high school this year — some will stay close by, and some will move farther down the road.

It is then that I begin to get a slightly different perspective on children’s ministries. You see, I'm not
sure that anyone in the church ever outgrows the need to be fed by children’s ministries. Not if children are
defined, not in terms of age or grade alone, but in terms of being children of God. We are all children of God,
and growing in our life of faith is a lifelong journey. The first chapter of John’s gospel reminds us that “to all
who received him, who believed in his name, we gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.” And John 3:1 urges us to “see what love the
Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are.” Whatever age we are,
we are children of God through God’s love for us.

What does this say about children’s ministries in the church? Keep doing them, of course! Keep
proclaiming our love for children, our desire to help them live and grow in the faith, and our commitment to
offering a safe place to learn and play and know the love of God and of Hickory Hills Presbyterian Church.



And if there are times when we begin to compare the full halls and classrooms and chancels of years ago with
the size of our existing Sunday Schools and chancels, simply remember that we are here to minister to the
children of God of all ages. Look around at our wonderful youth, and adults from young to young-at-heart, and
remember that we are all still children — children of God, called to learn and to serve. Called to seek God’s
word, to share and celebrate God’s love, and to serve Jesus Christ in the world. In practical terms of children’s
ministries and adult ministries, they are mutually dependent — you cannot have one without the other. They are
all “children of God” ministries, providing nurture and learning and growth for every stage of life and faith.
They are all a part of God’s call on each of our lives, our calling as children of God.
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HHPC
PRAYER REQUESTS

Carol & Bill McDowell & family
Carol’s Brother Ed for health concerns
Carol’s Mother & Mother In Law for
health concerns

Bob Dechenne for healing

Jack Rozdilsky & family on Marisa’s passing
The family of Cecily Schilling on her passing
Mary Davis for health concerns
Darlene Kibort for strength

Nicole’s Aunt, Veronica White

Dan Larsen for health concerns

Dianne Flynn for healing

Donna’s friend Gail Hensen for healing
Frank Esparza for health concerns

Jean Somerstorfer for healing

Virginia Zabelka for health concerns
Ruth Hill for health concerns

Harry Zimmerman for health concerns & strength
Wally Golema for continuous healing
Dennis & Mary Tarter for strength &
direction & health concerns

Lucy’s sister, Delores, for healing &
strength, & her Brother In Law, Bob
Ivy Taebel’s Son, Larry,

for health concerns & strength

Shannon Bastien for health concerns &
for her Aunt Anita’s passing

John Bredlau for continuous healing
Carol Sack’s Sister, Ruth, &

Mother, Ruth, for healing and strength
Kyle Krueger, in Marine Corps

In Joyful Anticipation,
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Dorothy Allen for strength

Our Service Men and Women and their families
Our Policemen, Firemen, & their families
DelPrete Family for strength, faith, &

hope during Jen's battle

Prayer Groups meet on Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.,
and Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
We enconrage you to attend this
Vital Ministry of our church.

*PRAYER is the ENGINE of the CHURCH*

TWILIGHT PRAYER

We are invited to talk to “Him.” It’s called Prayer.

Do I not utter a word lest he knows the word that
follows. Yes, He does. He knows your words as
well, only a true close friend knows you that well
and is that concerned about your very existence.

Let’s talk to “Him” together. He’s expecting us.

Regards,
C. Lou Pearson



PRAYER & CARE

Joined in Prayer

“Thus says the LORD who made the earth, the
LORD who formed it to establish it- the LORD is
his name. Call to me and I will answer you, and will
tell you great and hidden things which you have not
known.”

JEREMIAH 33:2-3 (RSV)

I never cease to be amazed by what our Lord
does. And when He uses people to give us examples
of His creative genius, what discoveries! '

Think about the perseverance of the
honeybee. To produce one pound of honey, the bee
must visit 56,000 clover heads. Fach head has 60
flower tubes. So, 3.36 million visits are necessary to
give us that pound of honey. That bee has flown the
equivalent of three times around the world! Phew!
Talk about persistence.

Better yet, come to the Prayer Room and
talk to the Lord with us.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

“For I know that the LORD is great, and that our
LORD is above all gods. Whatever the LORD
pleases he does, in heaven and on earth, in the seas
and all deeps.”

PSALM 135:5-6 (RSV)

The Lord’s greatness is beyond our thinking.
Our class enjoyed listening to various passages
from Handel’s Messiah this past month. Such
moving words from Seripture set to equally moving
music. Thank you, Pastor Lara, for giving us time to
search and meditate.

We will return to the beautifully written
Psalms culminating on May 23, 2011, with a
luncheon at noon.

We miss you Mary Davis, Micki Kluska,
and Eva Nestor. .

Love ‘N’ Hugs,
Arlene

PADS UPDATE

The Senior High group had the honor of
closing down the PADS kitchen until October. We
welcomed approximately 70 guests who brought
with them a great appetite. We did run out of food
but no one left hungry or disappointed. Thank you,
Senior Highs, for your contributions to a wonderful
meal.

May I say Thank You, also, to our many
supporters? You all have made this season a
memorable time for our guests.

We look forward to the fall of the year when
again we open the kiichen!

Regards,
C. Lou Pearson




Hymning and Howing: Women In Church Music V

ool Rare and Crealive

Musical Intelligence... ”
by 6. R. fnow

Composer, conductor and teacher Alice Parker was
born in Boston, Massachusetts, on December 16,
1925. She began composing early in life, and wrote
her first orchestral score while still in high school
She graduated from Smith College with a major in
music performance and composition, then receiving
her master's degree from the Juilliard School where
she studied choral conducting with Robert Shaw.

Her life work has been in choral and vocal music,
combining composing, conducting and teaching in a
creative balance. Her arrangements with Robert
Shaw of folksongs, hymns and spirituals form an
enduring repertoire for choruses all around the
world. She continues composing in many forms,

from operas to cantatas, sacred anthems to secular
dances, song cycles to string quartets. She has been
commissioned by such groups as the Vancouver
Chamber Chorus, the Atlanta Symphony Chorus
and Chanticleer. Her many conducting and teaching
engagements keep her traveling around the United
States and Canada.

In 1985, she founded Melodious Accord, Inc., a
non-profit group which presents choral concerts,
sponsors workshops, symposia, and her many
professional appearances. The Fellows programs
have provided unique training for composers,
conductors and song leaders. Her techniques have
encouraged a generation of music teachers and
choral conductors to think about music and the act
of conducting in new ways. No less an authority
than Robert Shaw himself has said of Parker that
"...she possesses a rare and creative musical
intelligence."

She has made thirteen acclaimed recordings, most
with the Musicians of Melodious Accord, a sixteen-
voice professional chorus. Recent releases include
My Love and I, Listen, Lord; O Sing the Glovies;
The Family Reunion; Angels and Challengers, and
the remastered-for-CD Songs for Eve. The organi-
zation has received support from the National
Endowment for the Arts, the Copland Foundation,
and the New York State Council for the Arts.

Now a resident of western Massachusetts, Parker
has published books on melodic styles, choral
improvisation and 'Good Singing in Churchk'. Her
detailed analysis, The Anatomy of Melody, was
released in 2006. Five videos have appeared,
showing her work with hymns and foksongs. She
has been recognized by Chorus America, the
American Guild of Organists, the American Choral
Directors Association, The Hymn Society and
Choral Arts New England for her lifetime
contributions to choral music. She is the recipient of

five honorary doctorates and the Smith College
Medal

Alice Parker has said of her artistic vision: “J
believe that melody is the foundation of human
music-making, and that song issuing from one
human throat is the essential first-step to a musical
life. Iam fascinated with the combination of words
and music, thus I have concentrated on choral and
vocal works, using the very best texts that I can
find. Chamber music involving small groups of
voices and instruments is a favorite medium.

Lam a devotee of folk songs from many cultures,
as well as the rediscovery of Christian hymns from
many centuries. Melodies which last teach me about
the nature of melody itself, and I never tire of
composing, arranging, conducting and teaching
from these ever-flowing sources.”



Christmas in Kentucky Fundraiser

Spaghetti Dinner
Friday, May 13, 2011  6pm - 8:30pm
Hickory Hills Presbyterian Church
8426 W. 95 Street - Hickory Hills, IL
§7.00 Adults/$3.00 Children 3-12yrs

Private Viewing and Sale of
Appellation Artisan Craft Fair Display for all diners
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St. Vincent Mission APPc”ation Artisan (_raft
at Hici«aorg_ Fills Fresbyterian (hurch

Saturdaﬂ, Ma}j 14, 2011
1 Oam —~*+Pm

A” Craf-t [Fair Frocccc[s bcpcicit the originaz artisans and St. Vincent Mission in Davicl, KY

]:or More imcor'mation, P[easc visit www.stvinccntmissforx.org



Hickory #Hills Presbyterian Church
Annual Indoor Yard Sale

Thursday, May 26, 2011
9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

)
%P:"'\g‘ friday, May 27, 2011
oW 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, May 28, 2011
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Hickory Hills Presbyterian Church

h
e TREASURE ROOM 8“26.‘“"(- 95t Street
eANTIQUES Hickory #Hills, IL

e JEWELRY (708) 598-3100
oPERENNIAL PLANTS
Accepting donations beginning

Saturday, May 21 through
Wednesday, May 25.

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO SUPPORT THE
KENTUCKY MISSION TRIP!

Contact Grace Muszynski at (708) 423-6378 or Andrew Witek at
events@hickoryhillspres.org for more information




YARD SALE DONATIONS

It is time again for HHPC's Annual Indoor Yard Sale to raise
money for the Kentucky Mission Tripll
We will be accepting donations during the following
days and times:
Saturday,May 21 & Sunday,May 22 9am-4pm
DROPOFF ONLY -please place donations in
PRESCHOOL -KINDERGARTEN classroom only!l

DROPOFF AND PRICING (we need helpers)
Monday, May 23  9:00am to 7:00pm
Tuesday, May 24™ 9:00am to 7:00pm

Wednesday, May 25™ 9:00am to 7:00 pm

ACTUAL SALE
THURSDAY, MAY 26 9:00AM-7:00PM
FRIDAY, MAY 27 9:00AM-7:00PM
SATURDAY, MAY 28 9:00AM—1:00PM

IN ADDITION TO DONATIONS, WE ALSO NEED

VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH THE SALE THE WEEK OF
MAY 23°° THRU MAY 28™.

TOGETHER WE CAN HOST A WONDERFUL FUNDRAISER!!
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Hickory Hills Presbyterian Church
8426 West 95th Street, Hickory Hills, lilinois 60457
708/598-3100

Dianne Flynn, Director

Just a reminder that our Spring Family Night will be held Friday, May g™,
Beginning at 6:30 p.m. we will enjoy dinner followed by entertainment
provided by Christian educator and performer Jim Austin. We encourage
you to invite a friend and enjoy this extraordinary evening together. The
program is designed for young and old alike.

Our time has almost come to a close at KIDS CLUB for this year. We have
one month left before we take a break for the summer. Don’t miss the
exciting things that are planned for you. Our weekly lesson time will center
around the story lines:
Port of Growth - New life in Christ means our lives should change in
noticeable ways.
L aunch Out! - When Jesus ascended to heaven, He commanded His
followers to “make disciples.”
Tugboat to the Rescue - The Holy Spirit came to be our helper.
Ports of Wonders - Love, joy, peace, and patience are the results of
a spirit- filled Christian.

Winner of the “Snicker Balance” for the month of March was Penny.
Did she really balance 11 candy bars? Good work and congratulation on
this accomplishment!

Mark your calendars now for Vacation Bible School, which will be held June
13 - 17, 6:30 - 8:30 P.m. Our theme for this year is “Big Apple Adventure,
Where Faith and Life Meet”. Daily through bible activities, recreation,
crafts, lesson time, and music we will learn and strive to be more like Jesus.
Invite others to join you for this week of learning and fun. Cali the church
and register today.

Our last day of KIDS CLUB for this school year will be Monday, May-23™.

This will be a day of celebration as we rejoice in all that we have shared this
year. Kids Club will resume September 12t :

Peace and Joy,
Dianne

} KIDS ARE NUMBER 1 AT THE KIDS CLUB



Just a Reminder
Sign up Today

SPRING
FAMILY NIGHT

Friday, May 6
6:30 p.m.

Mark your calendars now and begin planning for our Spring Family
Night, the last family night for this year.

On Friday, May 6™ at 6:30 p.m., we will host a fun filled evening
complete with dinner followed with entertainment by Christian educator
and performer Jim Austin. The title of the performance for this evening is
“What Matters is the Heart”. Mr. Austin who has been an entertainer for
over 25 years uses his talents to teach strong Biblical messages. It will be
an evening of surprises guaranteed to keep kids and adults on the edge of

== their seats. We are blessed to have him a part of this family night.
. This evening is open o everyone.
Cost for the evening;
Adults - $6.00
Students (12 and under) - $3.00
Children (4 and under) - no cost
Maximum of $20.00 per

immediate family

Questions? - Call the church office and ask for Dianne (598-3100)




VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Monday through Friday
June 13 -17
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Special Guests - Tricia and Company

TALK ABOUT ADVENTURE!!!

Mark your calendars
And tell your kids to invite their friends!!!

Vacation Bible School - A Week Not to be Missed!!

For a week kids from our church and community will join together for
“BIG APPLE ADVENTURE - WHERE FAITH AND LIFE CONNECT”.

Grab a cab and head to the Big Apple and get ready for fun. As kids
explore the big city, they’ll learn how to step out in faith and connect with Jesus
- sharing the message of his love. Each evening the kids participate in Worship,
Bible Study, Crafts, Music, Recreation and Snacks.

' All of this takes place here at the Hickory Hills Presbyterian Church,
with special guests Tricia and Company. It will be an outstanding week. 7his
program is open (o kids age 4 through grade 6. Tell others about this week.

Cost for this week of fun is $6.00 and | package of cookies for snack time. To
register call the church office (598-3100) and ask for Dianne.



Presbyterian Camps in
Saugatuck

Mark Your Calendar!

Mini Camp (completed grades 1 - 4)

June 19-22 or July6-9

kR kR

Mission Council 8 Camp Gray
(completed grades 3 - 5)

July 31 - August 6

*hkkkkk

Mission Council 8 Camp Kema
(completed grades 6 - 8)

July 31 - August 6

This year’s camp curriculum -

“Finding God in the Everyday!”

We Celebratre

May Birthdays
2 John Kemp
8 Noah Krueger
Robby Nowak
9 Adam Fox
10 Pennelope Ruiz
17 Tom Krumpolc
20 GiGi Gianaca

Perfect Artendance

In February

3rd/4th Grade
Jacob Morrell

Senior High

Leslie Ambrosat
Jarrett Ambrosat
Kyle Ambrosat
Gabriella Ciametti
Andrew Witek
Matt Witek
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Stories and More

How exciting to work with our great group of
kindergarten and preschool age children.

Mia, Noeah, Bella, Mia and Max. They are a
joy to us all. They amaze us with their
abilities and enthusiasm as we dance to
music, read stories and do crafts, bake or play
games.

Some of our favorite music and dances are

“The Bean Bag Dance, “Five Little Monkeys”

and “I’m a Pretzel’.

Some of our favorite stories this past month
are:

Friend Frog by Alma Flor

The Easter Egg Farm by Mary Jane
Auch

Billy Twitters and His Blue Whale
Problem by Mac Barnett

What a Wonderful World by George
David Weiss

Our group has read some easy reader books
and then completed handouts to reinforce the
stories we read. We played word matching
games. We colored Easter eggs and took
home baskets to parents, made paper bag
puppets and planted a flower.,

Our year ended in May and we had a party
and passed our completion certificates, We
congratulate Mia and Noah and Max who
move to 1¥ grade next year. We look forward
to September when we will again meet on
‘Tuesdays at 1:00 PM and welcome back Mia
and Bella and hopefully many more new
preschoolers.

God bless you all. Have a wonderful summer.
Stories and more staff,

Dianne Flynn, Susan Frangella, Linda
Lavaretto, Shirley Brunnell and Patt Pilgrim

Junior High Youth Group

Our junior highs were off again to help others,
On April 15 and 16™ Ronni Swindle, Leanne
Kommenich and Ashley Maranto joined with
other youth from the Chicago Presbytery to do
A W.0OL (A Work Of Love). This 1s an annual
overnight mission project that enables youth to
do inter city mission in Chicago. We are so
proud of them!

We had some great in-house meetings during
April. It was so good to spend time in the gym,
learning how to be better Christians and to eat
some great snacks with Katie, Madie, C.J.,
Petar, Riley, Stacey, Natalie, Leanne, Ronni
and Ashley.

In early May we went to play miniature golf and
on the following week we had a wonderful end
of the year pot luck celebration with our parents
and friends.

We wish to congratulate all of our graduating
from 8" grade Junior highs as they move up to
the Senior High youth group. It has been great
meeting with you over the past 3 years.

We hope all our junior highs have a safe,
wonderful summer and we look forward to
September when we begin to meet again on
Thursdays at 6:00pm at the church.

God bless you all. Have a wonderful summer.

Junior high leaders,
Bryan Ambrosat, Katie T1ecann1 Patt Pilgrim




Sacrament of Holy Communion- May 1. 2011

SUNDAY USHERS LAY READER
Sun. May 1, 2011 K. Dritz, C. Pilgrim, Dave Delaney
R. Raschke
Sun. May 8§, 2011 T. Brock Rick Vogl
Sun. May 15,2011 | B. Ambrosat, F. Esparza, | Scott Zimmerman
M. Maranto
Sun. May 22,2011 | D. Barker, D. Ciametti, | Terry Brock
T. Morrell
Sun. May 29,2011 | S. Zimmerman K. Ambrosat
SUNDAY COUNTERS

Sun. May 1, 2011 Susan Frangella

Sun. May 8§, 2011 Susan Frangella,
Karen Hoffiman
Sun. May 15,2011 | Susan Frangella,
Sandy Beal

Sun. May 22,2011 | Susan Frangella,
Shirley Brunell
Sun. May 29, 2011 | Susan Frangella,
Grace Muszynski
Commumon Servers: Kim Ambrosat, Dave Delaney, Chris Maranto, Bev Kahn, Ivy Taebel

COOKIE MONSTER

BAKE SALE

May 8
Immediately Following Worship Service

Hosted by the Junior High Youth to
Benefit the camp scholarship fund

* Remember, it is Mothers Day! Wouldn’t it be nice to surprise her with a gift of
homemade cookies?

* Stop by on your way out of church and pick up some cookies to enjoy all week!! The

money raised from this cookie sale will he[p to fund the week of summer camping at
Camp Saugatuck.

| * I you are interested in making cookies for this event, please contact Dianne at the
church office 598-3100
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May Birthdays

May 3 — Courtney Freiberg

3 — Myrnalyn Delalamon
4 — Adam Schwake

5- Ken Dritz

6 — Mildred Neil

6 — Kady Raschke

9 — Jennifer Ross

10 - Francine Costello
10 — Colleen Hall
11 — Wilda Duncan

11 — Michael Watson
13 — Kathleen Freeman
14 — Paulina Zharare
15 — Ginger Mercer

25 — Terry Brock

25- Pat Crowley

26 — Greg Majersky
27- Darlene Kibort
29 —Karen Golema

Any omissions or errors should be reported
to the church office...

708-598-3100 or

HHPC(@hickoryhillspres.org
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*If you wish to receive The Connecting Link
through email, and no longer receive a paper
version, please send an email to:
newsletter@hickorvyhillspres.org

and we will place you on the mailing list.
Thank you.

- SI[; n up for our

NEWSLETTER

Please recycle this newsletter when you are
finished enjoying it. There are recycling bins
located around the church. Thank you.
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