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Minor Ministerial Musings

“Praise the lLord! Praise God in the sanctuary; praise God in the mighty firmament! Praise
God for his mighty deeds; praise God according to God's surpassing greatness! Praise God with
trumpet sound; praise God with lute and harp! Praise God with tambourine and dance; praise God
with strings and pipe! Praise God with clanging cymbals; praise God with loud clashing cymbals! Let
everything that breathes praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 130).

If it is only appropriate to talk about prayers of confession and prayers for forgiveness as we
walk together through Lent, it is certainly only appropriate to speak of prayers of praise as we get
ever nearer to Easter, to the celebration of Christ's resurrection. The Westminster Shorter
Catechism, one of the foundational confessions of the Presbyterian Church, begins with this question:
“What is the chief end [‘end’ meaning ‘purpose’] of man fhumanity, women and men]?” The answer is
this: “The chief end of man [men and women] is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.”

We are created to praise our Lord and God. When we consider all of the wonders of creation,

- when we consider that we ourselves are created in God’s image and likeness — when we consider all
that God is and has done and does in our world and in our lives, praise is truly the first response that
should come naturally to our lips. God is pretty amazing! And our lives are pretty amazing because

of who God is, and because God loves us.

When you voice prayers of praise in worship or in your devotional and prayer life, what does
that accomplish? And what is the motivation for prayers of praise — what do you hope to accomplish?
Does God need to be reminded of all God has done? Does God need to be reminded of God's own
omnipotence? Surely not. God is who God is apart from our prayers. In other words, God will be
God no matter what we say in prayer. If we never prayed, never sang God’s praise, God would still
be Creator of all that was, and is, and is to come. We would still have been created in God’s image
and likeness. And we would still be dependent on God for all that we are and all that we have.

When you praise God in prayer, is this a way of complimenting God in order to get what we
want out of prayer and out of God? In other words, if we are asking for something in prayer, are we
more likely to get it if our prayers have included God's praise? Are we trying to get on God'’s “good
side™?

Again, God is God no matter what — sometimes despite — our actions and words. The purpose
of praising God is not to make it more likely that our prayers of intercession will be effective. Nor
does God need our compliments or affirmations. If anything, it is the other way around. Praising
God, in spoken word or in song, silently or shouted from the rooftops, reminds us of who God is and
what God has done for us. We are reminded of our dependence upon God, of God’s presence with
us no matter what we go through, and of God’'s amazing grace and love for us. And then, when you
consider the works of God’s hands (of which each and every one of us is one), what else is there to
do but praise the Lord? Let us pray. I'll see you in church on Sunday!

In Joyful Anticipation,
Pastor Lara



HHPC
PRAYER REQUESTS

Shannon and family on the passing of
Shannon’s father
Marie Hoffman for health concerns
Steve Somerstorfer for health concerns
Mary Davis for health concerns
Susan’s friend, Leda, for strength
Ruth Hill for healing
Pastor Billy (Roberts Road Bible Church) for
health concerns
Susan Richardson for health and husband Pete
for strength
Karen Golema for peace and strength
Dawn Hoffman, Scott’s wife, for health concerns
Daniel Esparza for health concerns
Jean Somerstorfer for continuous healing
Ivy Taebel’s son, Dan, for healing
Judy MacGregor, Kirk’s grandmother,
for health concerns
Kevin McGuire for chemo
Wilda Duncan’s friend, Kelly, for lung transplant
Dianne Flynn for continuous healing
David Krueger for health concerns
The Krueger Family for strength
Karen Hoffman for continuous healing
Praise for Donna’s friend Gail Hensen’s
continued healing
Lenora Warren for health concerns
Bob Nordstrom, Sr., for health concerns & strength
Harry Zimmerman for health concerns & strength
Kyle Krueger, in Marine Corps
Dorothy Allen for strength & healing
Millie’s grandson Dustin, for health concerns
QOur Service Men & Women and their families
DelPrete family for strength, faith, &
hope during Jen’s battle

Prayer Groups meet on Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.,
and Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
We encourage you to attend this
Vital Ministry of our church.
*PRAYER is the ENGINE of the CHURCH*
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Joined in Pra

TWILIGHT PRAYER

Where there is no word, could there be a prayer?
Where there is no love, can we show we care?
If T think of you and I have something to share,
Just like God, for sure, you will always be there.
So in turn, [ think of you as I bow in Prayer.

“Think beyond the self.”

Regards,
C. Lou Pearson

They, ,

put him, to
death

by hanging

him on a tree;

out God

raised him
on the third day.

Acts K539-440, MRSV

PADS UPDATE

Many of these men have no daily obligation.
Many have only despair.

They trudge each day to seek that night, for the
haven of love that is there.

Soon the time will come and alone again they shall
be.

But in our hearts, these men will always be.

Serve them, yes, the best we can.

For left behind will be not a single man.

Just one more month to show we care,

and then look forward to fall when again we will be
there.

Regards,
C. Lou Pearson



PRAYER & CARE

“and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit which has been given to us.”

Romans 5:5 (RSV)

What would we do without hope? And, what would
we do without the Holy Spirit? And, what would we
do without God’s unconditional love? We would be
lost. Let the Holy Spirit lead you to the library to
praise and thank God Almighty for blessings you
experience daily. Also, join us as we share concerns
of our church family.

Love, ‘N’ Hugs
Arlene

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

“The lot is cast into the lap, but the decision is
wholly from the LORD.” PROVERBS 16:33 (RSV)

We may go through some difficult times too often.
“God’s providence is that foresight and arrangement
in advance of actual happenings, by which God
accomplishes the ends He has purposed
beforehand.” - HARPER STUDY BIBLE

As we continue reading Proverbs, our lives become
lighter, our laughter is louder and our leaming is
limitless. Come and join us as we search for more
wisdom.

Love ‘N’ Hugs,
Arlene
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Hory WEEK
Schedule

Palm Sunday- April 1, 2012
10:30 a.m. Worship: Our kids bring in the Palms

Maundy Thursday- April 5, 2012
Worship at 7:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday- April 8, 2012
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Breakfast
10:30 a.m. Worship
5:00 p.m, REV Worship
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REV Worship

What might “church” look like if we let the power
of the Holy Spirit guide it? Join us for a seven
chapter series of short videos and worship services
that challenge us to reclaim the church as the
Scriptures describe it to be. Join us at 5:00 PM on
Sunday evenings for the REV worship service.

March 18 — Fear the Lord
March 25 - Follow Jesus
April 1 — Holy Spirit
April 15 — Fellowship
April 22 — Teaching
April 29 — Prayer

May 6 — Communion

What is church?
** You are church. **
** T am church ks

¥*  We are church **



CHURCH OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES

Elders
Class of ’12
Shirley Brunell 708-342-1797
Susan Frangella 708-822-6758
Toni Kenealy 708-424-1540

Scott Zimmerman

708-372-3516

Class of *13

Dave Delaney 708-839-5512
Wilda Duncan 708-598-7894
Beverly Kahn 773-343-1152
Darlene Kibort 708-937-9904
Class of ‘14

Cheryl Huenecke 708-598-2342
Gordon Home 708-599-8339
Sue Orsic 708-839-0396

Jean Swearingen

708-599-3101

Updated Mar. 2012

Classof ‘12
Kim Ambrosat
Patt Pilgrim

Class of °13
Darlene Delaney

Lou Pearson

Debbie Zimmerman

Shirley Brunell, Clerk of Session
Wilda Duncan, Treasurer

708-342-1797
708-598-7894

Deacons
708-598-0523

630-679-0963
708-458-1662

708-839-5512

Charley Huenecke 708-598-2342
Carol Sack 708-371-9503
Class of ‘14

Rick Vogl 708-598-4893
Chris Maranto 708-599-3068

708-598-5420

Committees Chair Session Rep. Meeting Schedule
Building & Grounds Charley Huenecke Cheryl Huenecke 2" Sat, 2:00 p.m.
Christian Education Dianne Flynn Bev Kahn 1% Tue. 7:00 p.m.
Endow/ Stwrdshp/ Finance | Susan Frangella Susan Frangella As needed
Fundraising Susan Frangella Susan Frangella As needed
Mission Sue Orsic Dave Delaney 4™ Tue. 7:30 p.m./ as needed
Nominating Wilda Duncan Wilda Duncan As needed
Qutreach /Website Gordon Home Gordon Home 3™ Mon, 7:30 p.m.
Personnel Rick Vogl Susan Frangeila As needed
Worship & Music Darlene Delaney Scott Zimmerman 2" Sun. 11:45 am.

Praise Worship Cindy Treccani Scott Zimmerman 3" Tue. 7:30 p.m. or as needed
Other Repular Meetings:
Session Rev, Lara MacGregor, Moderator 2™ Mon. 7:30 p.m.
Deacons Patt Pilgrim, Moderator 4™ Mon. 7:30 p.m.
Prayer Shaw! Ministry Linda Lavaretto Sundays 11:45 a.m.

Sr. High Youth Group

Katie Treccani

Rick & Jeni Vogl, Mitch Huenecke,

Sundays 6:30 p.m.

Women'’s Bible Study

Arlene Pearson

Mondays 1:00 p.m.

Kid’s Club Dianne Flynn Mondays 3:30 p.m.
Youth Choir Dianne Flynn, Cheryl Huenecke
Young Adult Bible Study Kirk MacGregor Mondays 6:30 p.m.
Stories & More Dianne Flynn, Patt Pilgrim Tuesdays 1:00 p.m.
Walk Through the Bible Kirk MacGregor Tuesdays 7:30 p.m.
World Religions Kirk MacGregor Tuesdays 8:30 p.m.
Cancer Sewing Lorraine Cunningham 1¥ Tue. 9:30 a.m.
Friendship Group Dianne Flynn 4" Tue. 12:00 p.m.
Prayer & Care Lou & Arlene Pearson Tues. 6:30 p.m./ Wed. 9:30 a.m.
Stampers Linda Lavaretto, Barb Brown Every other Wednesday, 9:00 a.m.
Food Pantry Cheryl Huenecke, Wednesdays, 4:00 p.m.
Debbie Zimmerman

Jr. High Youth Group

Bryan Ambrosat

Katie Treccani, Mitch Huenecke,

Thursdays 6:30 p.m.




Sacrament of Holy Communion- April 1, 2012

SUNDAY USHERS LAY READER
April 1,2012 K. Dritz, C. Pilgrim, | Dave Delaney
R. Raschke
April 8, 2012 D. LaCognata Rick Vogl
April 15, 2012 B. Ambrosat, F. Esparza, | Scott Zimmerman
M. Maranto
April 22,2012 D. Barker, D. Ciametti, Kim Ambrosat
T. Morrell
April 29, 2012 5. Zimmerman Kirk MacGregor
SUNDAY COUNTERS FELLOWSHIP
April 1,2012 Susan Frangella Josh & Hanna Treccani
April 8, 2012 Susan Frangella, Easter Sunday
Karen Hoffman
April 15,2012 Susan Frangella,
Sandy Beal
April 22, 2012 Susan Frangella,
Shirley Brunell
April 29, 2012 Susan Frangella,
Grace Muszynski

thank you for your hospitality and
welcome to the Voices of Appalachia.
Thank you for making possible a

A HUGE thank you to everyone who
hosted, who cooked, who provided food -

Communion Servers: Kim Ambrosat, Dave Delaney, Wilda Duncan, Charley Huenecke, Lou Pearson, Ivy Taebel

fantastic March 11 concert!



Hickory Hills Presbyterian Church
8426 West 95th Street, Hickory Hills, lllinois 60457
708/598-3100

Dianne Flynn, Director

Lent 2012- As I am writing this article we are preparing for our last night in the
_Jerysalem Marketplace. It has been a wonderful time of shared learning. Together we
¥ have stepped back to bible times and experienced some of the occupations found in the
Bible. Thank you to all who participated in this program, lead the workshops, prepared
meals, set up and decorated for our shops or helped when we needed extra hands for

a project. It has been an amazing time and thank you.

The celebration of St Patrick’s Day is always fun at Kids Club. Following our tradition
of a time for crafts, shared gym time, lesson and fellowship we enjoyed making and
tasting shamrock shakes.

Mark your calendars now for our Spring Family night which will be held on Friday,
/' May 4" at 6:30 p.m. The evening offersa dinner and Christian entertainment. This will
s be a special treat for all ages. Everyone is welcome! Please sign up today for this

wonderful family event.

VBS 2012 is on its way and will be at H.H.P.C. June 11" - 15", 6:30 - 8:30 PM. Our
theme this year is “Amazing Wonders Aviation- Encountering God’s Awesome Power.”
Tricia and Co. will again be the featured presenters for this week long summer time
adventure. Mark your calendars with this date and watch for further information.

We look forward to the many opportunities we will share during the month of April here
in Kids Club. This month our lesson time will center around;
The Promised Power of the Cosmos - The Holy Spirit helps to give up power

and courage.
Holy Spirit as Guide - The Holy Spirit is the promised Guide who helps direct

our lives.
Alien Agents on Earth - Angels are God’s messengers and a promised form of

protection for believers.
The Promised Re-entry - Before He left earth, Jesus promised to return.
Destruction of the Enemy’s Empire (Part 1) - Jesus has promised to defeat

Satan.

Peace and Joy,
Dianne

KIDS ARE NUMBER 1 AT THE KIDS CLUB



Christian Education Meeting

The Jerusalem Marketplace will officially end
on March 28. Children who attended this
program for the full six weeks will tell you all
they learned and show you some of the
creative projects they created during the time
they were here. Most memorable will be the
dedicated people who helped them visit the
marketplace, Thank you to all the substitutes
who filled in during this time. Thanks to
Donna and Patt in the Bakery and
Confectionary, Megan in Seeds and Scents,
Debbie in Jewels and Gems, Linda and Beth
in Weaving, Bev, Rich, Jarret in JC
Woodshop, and Gina, Cheryl, and Dave in the
Storyteller. This Lenten program would not
have been as much fun without your help and
dedication. Thank you to all those cooks who
spent time creating soups for everyone to
enjoy at the two worship services. Thank you
to the team of workers who made sure the
tables were ready for dining every week. We
hope this was something you enjoyed and
learned something more about the times when
Jesus walked through the marketplace.

Dr. Kirk MacGregor has been busy taking
field trips with his group, "Developing a
Christian Worldview" . They have visited a
Hindu Temple, a Buddhist Temple, and a
Jewish Synagogue. Adults who are interested
in learning more about Christianity and the
beliefs shared with other dominant world
religions are asked to join them on Tuesday
evenings at 8:30 PM.

The Young Adult Bible Study group has been
studying the book of Mark. They enjoy a
great discussion as well as build a strong
relationship with the members of this group.
Anyone who is ages 19- 39 is welcome to join
the discussion and make new friends,

The Women's Bible Study group is working
on the book of Proverbs. They use many
outside reading materials to help them in

1-

discussing each verse, They welcome new
members to their group and hope you stop by to
visit on Monday afternoon.

The Prayer Shawl group meets at the church
after the 10:30 AM worship service. They have
completed almost 60 of their desired 70 lap
blankets. A decision to postpone the delivery of
the lap blankets was made so there would be
ample time to bless the blankets, arrange for a
visit, and have people available for the delivery.
Dianne has graciously volunteered herself to
sew in the HHPC Prayer Shawl labels. That way
anyone who receives this gift as well as their
family will know and remember our gift to
them.

The Senior High Sunday class had a spectacular
dinner on March 23. Not only was the food
excellent, but the entertainment was superb.
Thank you for the "International Delight" who
made mouth-watering food and also delighted us
with beautiful voices and memorable music.
Thank you to Lou and the entire Senior High
Group. It was a wonderful evening to spend with
family and friends.

One family attended the Camp meeting held to
inform everyone about the steps needed to
register for summer Camp at Saugatuck. Please
contact Dianne at the church if you are
interested in sending your children to camp this
summer.

Children for completed grades 4-6 have an
Outdoor Adventure, The dates are July 29-
August 4. The cost is $380.

Children for completed grades 1-4 have Mini-
Camp. The dates are July 8-11 or July 11-14.
The cost is $250.

Discovery. The dates are July 29-August 4. The
cost is $375.



As in years past, the Church is making every
effort to scholarship families who cannot
afford to attend camp. You must contact
Dianne Flynn or Sue Orsic if you are in need
of scholarship money since this is approved
through the Session.

The One Great Hour of Sharing is underway.
Did you get your calendar and fish bank? Are
you using the calendar for giving and being
reminded of the many ways we are blessed?
Donna will be in church on Palm Sunday,
April 1, to collect the filled fish banks. We
hope she will need several children to help
her carry the big net out of the sanctuary.
Remember to fill those fish banks and bring
them in very heavy with coins so we can see
the children help her out.

Mark your calendars for another special
Family Night. May 4 is our Family Night
with a catered dinner. Our special guest is a
storyteller, balloonist and magician. If you
have come to previous family nights you may
recognize him. The stories, magic and
creations will amaze you. Come and bring the
family as well as any guests who you think
would enjoy this night out. We are sure this is
an evening you will remember and want to
share with everyone. See you on May 4.

Did you remember to mark your calendars for
Vacation Bible School? It begins June 11-15
at 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM. Plans are in the
making for a spec tacular week. Children
ages 4- grade 6 are invited each evening to
play and learn with Tricia and Company and
the volunteers who come to work this week.
Our Vacation Bible School is titled,
"Amazing Wonders Aviation." If you are
High School age and interested in working for
the week, please contact Dianne so she can
assign you to one of the many support
positions available. We know this is one of
the programs which you will want to attend.

The entire Christian Education Committee
wishes you and your family a very Happy
Easter. Rejoice and be glad. We hope you can
join us for Easter services.

kR kR

Senior High
Sunday School Clags

ENCOURAGEMENT : To inspire with hope
and courage, resolution to do your very best to
see the best in others and encourage them.

[ Thessalonians 5:11 Therefore encourage one
another and build up each other just as in fact
your are doing.

Thank you, Father, for the people who change
my world for the better and encourage me in
word and deed. Let me in turn build up people
rather than tear them down. May my actions
and words always be uplifting and encouraging
to those who surround my life.

Regards,

C. Lou Pearson
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2
12
16
21
23
25
28

We Celebrate
April Birthdays -

Austin McGuire
Olabisi Olaniyan
Celina Panko
Jayden Kenealy
Jessica Leake
Veronica Swindle
Petar Ilic

Draven DelPrete

Perfect Attendance

In February

Preschool/Kindergarten

Kahlan DeRose

5" Grade
Danny Orsic

Senior High
Ashley Maranto

Brittany Maranto
Sarah Swearingen

ABIE,

W¥comine
EVENTS

Spring Family Night
Friday, May ¢, 2012
6:30 p.fn.

Flower Cale Pick Up
Sunday, May 6, 2012
9atn- 1pm

Cookie [Vohster Sale
Mother’s Day- May 13
Foliowing 10:30 Worship

Recognitioh Sunday
May 20, 2012
During 10:30 Worship

Yard Gale
May 2¢-26, 2012

Vacatioh Bible School
Mjonday- Friday
Junhe 11-15, 2012

6:30-8:30 p.M.

Mark your Calendars!




Presbyterian Camps in Saugatuck

Mark Your Calendar!

Mini Camp (completed grades 1 - 4)
July 8 -11 or July 11 -14

*HhhAEE

Mission Council 8 Camp Gray (completed grades 3 - 5)
July 29 - August 4

wrRhkE*K

Mission Council 8 Camp Kema (completed grades 6 - 8)
July 29 - August 4

Mark Your Calendars

SPRING
FAMILY NIGHT

Friday, May 4
6:30 p.m.

Mark your calendars now and begin planning for our Spring Family Night, the last family night for
this year. Friday, May 4" at 6:30 p.m., we will host a fun filled evening complete with dinner
followed by Christian entertainment,

The evening is open to everyone. The tickets can be purchased after church on Sundays, or during KIDS Club
hours on Monday. Cost for the evening;

Adults - $6.00
Students (12 and under) - $3.00

Children (4 and under) - free
Maximum of $20.00 per
immediate family

Questions? - Call the church office and ask for Dianne
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April Birthdays

*If you wish to recetve The Connecting Link

April 4 - Loftic Gambla throggh email, and no 1onge'r receive a paper

7 _ Sharon Molton version, please send an email to:
8 — Grace Muszynski newsletter@hickorvhillspres.org

10 — Josh Treccani and we will place you on the mailing list.

11 — Christopher Kupka Thank vou

12 — Kyle Krueger you.

14 — Kelly Bredlau

15 — Kim Brock

17 — Eva Mason

18 — Linda Haag

20 — David Krueger
24 — Michael Dragas
25 -- Stacy Flynn

30 — Marie Rabison

_ Please recycle this newsletter when you are
Any omissions or errors should be reported _ Sap _ ,
to the church office finished enjoying it. There are recycling bins

708-598-3100 or located around the church. Thank you.
HHPC@hickoryhillspres.org
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